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Tenets of the Mahometan Reli- 
gion. 


HE Mahometans divide 
theirreligion into two gen- 
eral ‘parts, faith and practice ; of 
which the first is divided into six 
distinct branches : Beliefin God. 
in his angels, in his scriptures, in 
his prophets, in the resurrection 
and final judgment, and in God’s 
absolute decrees. The points 
relating to practice are, prayer, 
with washings, &c.. alms, fast- 
ing, pilgrimage to Mecca, and 
circumcision. 
Articles of the Mahometan faith. 
1. That both Mihomet, and 
those among his followers who 
are reckoned orthodox, had and 
continue to have just and true 
notions of God and his attributes, 
appears so plain from the Koran 
itself, and all the Mahometan 
divines, that it would be loss of 
time to refute those who sup- 
pose the God of Mahomet to be 
different from the true God, and 
only a fictitious deity or idol of 
his own creation. 
Vor. III. No. 12. 
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2. The existence of angels 
and their purity, are absolutely 
required to be believed in the 
Koran ; and he is reckoned an 
infidel who denies there are such 
beings, or hates any of them, or 
asserts any distinction of sexes 
among them. ‘They believe 
them to have pure and subtle 
bodies, created of fire ; that they 
neither eat nor drink, nor prop- 
agate their species,; that they 
have various forms and offices, 
some adoring God in different 
postures, others singing praises 
to him, or interceding for man- 
kind. They hold, that some of 
them are employed in writing 
down the actions of men ; oth- 
ers in carrying the throne of 
God, and other services. 

3. As to the scriptures, the 
Mahometans are taught by the 
Koran, that God, in divers ages 
of the world, gave revelations of 
his will in writing to sevéral 
prophets, the whole and every 
one of which it is absolutely ne- 
cessary for a good Moslem to 
| believe. ‘The number of these 
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sacred books were, according to 
them, one bundred and four; of 
which ten were given to Adam, 
fifty to Seth, thirty to Edris or 
Enoch, ten to Abraham ; and 
the other four, being the Penta- 
teuch, the Psalms, the Gospel, 
and the Koran. were successively 
delivered to Moses, David, Je 
sus, and Mahomet: which last 
being the seal of the prophets, 
those revelations are now clo- 
sed, and no more are to be ex- 
pected. All these divine books. 
except the four last, they agree 
to be now entirely lost, and their 
contents unknown ; though the 
Sabians have several books 


wWiich they attribute to some of 


the antediluvian prophets. And 
of those four, the Pentateuch, 
Psalms, and Gospel, they say, 
have undergone so many altera 
tions and corruptions, that, 
though there may possibly be 
some part of the true word of 
God therein, yet no credit is to 
be given to the present copies 
in the hands of the Jews and 
Christians. 

4 | ue number of the proph- 
ets which have been from time 
to time sent by God into the 
world, amounts to no less than 
224.000, according to one Ma- 
hometan tradition ; or to 
124.000, according to another ; 
among whom 315 were apos- 
tles, sent with special commis- 
sions to reclaim mankind from 
infidelity and superstition ; and 
six ofthem brought new laws or 
dispensations, which successive- 
ly abrogated the preceding : 
these were Adam, Noah, Abra- 
ham. Moses, Jesus, and Ma- 
homet. All the prophets in 
eencral the Mahometans believe 
to have been tree from great 
sins and errors of consequence, 





and professors of one and the 
same religion, that is, Islam, 
notwithstanding the different 
laws and institutions which 
they observed. They allow of 
degrees among them, and hold 
some of them to be more excel- 
lent and honorable than others. 
The first plece they give to the 
revealers and éstablishers of new 
dispensalions, and the next to 
the apostles. 

In this greet number of 
prophets they not only reckon 
divers patriarchs and persons 
named in scripture, but not re- 
corded to have been prophets 
(wherein the Jewish and Chris- 
lian writers have sometimes led 
the way), as Adam, Seth, Lot, 
Ishmacl, Nun, Joshua, &c., and 
introduce some of them under 
different names, as Znoch, He- 
ber, and Jethro, who are called, 
inthe Koran, £dris, Hud, and 
Shoaib: but several others 
whose very names do not ap- 
pear in scripture (though they 
endeavor to find some persons 
there to fix them on), as Saleh, 
Khedr, Dhu’ikefl, &c. 

5. he belief of a general re- 
surrection and a future judg- 
ment. 

The time of the resurrection 
the Mahometans allow to be a 
perfect secret to all but God 
alone ; the angel Gabriel him- 
self acknowledging his igno- 
rance in this point, when Maho- 
met asked him about it. How- 
ever, they say, the approach of 
that day may be known from 
certain signs which are to pre- 
cede it. 

After examination is past (the 
account of which is too long 
and tedious for this place,) and 
every one’s works weighed ina 
just balance, they say, that mu- 
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tual retaliation will follow, ac- 
cording to which every crea- 
ture will take vengeance one ol 
another, or have satisfaction 
made them for the injuries 
which they have suffered. And 
since there will then be no othe: 
way of returning like for like 
the manner of giving this satis- 
faction will be by taking away 
a proportional part of the good 
works of him who offered the 
injury, and adding it to those 
of him who suffered it. Which 
being done, if the "angels (by 
whose ministry this is to be 
performed) say, Lord we Aave 
given toevery one his due, and 
there remaineth of this fierson’s 
good works somuch as egualleth 
the wight of an ant, God wiil, 
of his mercy, cause it to be 
doubled unto him, that he may 
be admitted into paradise ; but 
if, on the contrary, his good 
works be exhausted, and there 
remain evil works only, and 
there be any who have not yet 
received satisfaction from him, 
God will order that an equal 
weight of their sins be added 
unto his, that he may be pun- 
ished for them in their stead, 
and he will be sent to hell laden 
with both. This will be the 
method of God’s dealing with 
mankind. As to brutes, after 
ihey shall have likewise taken 
vengeance of one another, 
he will command them to be 
changed into dust ; wicked men 
being reserved to more griev- 
ous punishment, so that they 
shall cry out, on hearing this 
sentence passed on the brutes, 
Would to God that we were dust 
also! As to the genii, many 
Mahometans are of opinion 
that such of them as are true 
believers will undergo the same 
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fate as the irrational animals, 
ind have no other reward than 
the favor of being converted 
into dust; and for this they 
quote the authority of their 
prophet. 

The trials being over, and 
the assembly dissolved, the Ma- 
hometans hold, that those who 
sre to be admitted into paradise 
will take the right hand way, 
and those who are destined to 
ell fire will take the left: but 
both of them must first pass the 
bridge calledin Arabic 4 Sirat, 
which, they say, is laid over 
ihe midst of hell, and describe 
to be finer than a hair, and 
sharper than the edge of a 
sword ; so that it seems very 
difficult to conceive how any 
one shall be able to stand upon 
it; for which reason most of 
the sect of the Motazalites re- 
ject itasa fable; though the 
orthodox think it a sufficient 
proof of the truth of this article, 
that it was seriously affirmed by 
him who never asserted a false- 
hood, meaning their prophet ; 
who, to add to the difficulty of 
the passage, has likewise de- 
clared, that this bridge is beset 
on each side with briars and 
hooked thorns, which will how- 
ever, be no impediment to the 
good ; for they shall pass with 
wonderful ease and swiftness, 
like lightning, or the wind, Ma- 
homet and his Moslems lead- 
ing the way, whereas the wick- 
ed, what with the slipperiness 
and extreme narrowness of the 
path, the entangling of the 
thorns, and the extinction of 
the light which directed the 
former to paradise, will soon 
miss their footing, and fall 
down headlong into hell which 
is gaping beneath them. 
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As to the punishment of the | the crimes of the sufferer, and 
Bi wicked, the Mahometans are] the apartment he is condemned 
J taught, that hell is divided into] to ; and that he who is punish- 
a seven stories or apartments, one | ed the most lightly of all will be 
below another, designed for the | shod with shoes of fire, the fer- 
reception of as many distinct| vor of which will cause his 
classes of the damned. skull to boil like a= caldron. 
The first, which they call Je-| The condition of these unhap- 
hennan, they say, will be the} py wretches, asthe same proph- 
receptacle of those who ac-| et teaches, cannot be properly 
knowledged one God, that is, | called either life or death ; and 
the wicked Mahometans: who, | their misery will be grestly in- 
after having been punished ac- | creased by their despair of being 
cording to their demerits, will| ever delivered from that place, 
at length be released ; the se-| since, accofding to that frequent 
cond, named Ladha, they as-{ expression of the Koran, ‘hey 
sign to the Jews; the third, na- | must remain therein for ever. It 
med al Hotama, to the Chris-| must be remarked, however, 
tians ; the fourth, named al} that the infidels alone will be 
Sair, to the Sabians ; the fifth, | liable to eternity of damnation ; 
named Sakar, to the Mayians:| for the Moslems, or those who 
the sixth, named al Jahim, to| have embraced the true religion, 
the idolaters, and the seventh,] and have been guilty of heinous 
which is the lowest and worst of | sins, will be delivered thence at- 
all, and is called al Hawyat, to| ter they shall have expiated 
the hypocrites, or those who| their crimes by their sufferings. 
outwardly professed some reli- | The time which these believers 
gion, but in their hearts were | shall be detained there, accor- 
of none. Over each of these | ding to a tradition handed down 
; apartments they believe there | from their prophet, will not 
will be set a guard of angels. | be less than nine hundred years, 
' nineteen in number ; to whom] nor more than seven thousand. 
the damned will confess the just | And, as to the manner of their 
judgment of God, and beg] delivery, they say that they 

| them to intercede with him for | shall be distinguished by the 
some alleviation of their pain, | marks of prostration on those 

or that they may be delivered | partsof their bodies with which 

by being annihilated. they used to touch the ground 

Mahomet has, in his Koran | in prayer, and ver which the 

and traditions, been very exuct | fire will therefore have no pow- 

in describing the various tor-|er; and that, being known by 
ments of hell, which, accor- | this characteristic, they will be 
ding to him, the wicked will | released by the mercy of God, 
suffer both from intense heat | at the intercession of Mahome: 
and excessive cold. We shall,/and the blessed: wherefore 
however, enter into no detail of | upon those who shall have been 
them here ; but only observe, | dead will be restored to life, as 
that the degrees of these pains | has been said ; and those whose 
will also vary in proportion to | bodies shall have contracted any 
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sootiness or filth from the flames 
and smoke of hell, will be im- 
mersed in one of the rivers of 
paradise, called the river of life, 
whiter 


which will wash them 
than pearls. 

The righteous, as the Ma- 
hometans are taught to believe, 
having surmounted the difficul- 
ties. and passed the sharp bridge 
above-mentioned, before they 
enter paradise, will be refresh- 
ed by drinking at the fond of 
their prophet, who describes it 
to be an exact square, of « 
month’s journey in compass ; 
its water, which is supplied by 
two pipes from al Cawthar, one 
of the rivers of paradise, being 
whiter than milk or silver, and 
more odoriferous than musk, 
with as many cups set around it 
as there ere stars in the firma- 
ment ; of which water who ev- 
er drinks will thirst no more for 
ever. This is the first taste 
which the blessed will have of 
their future and now near ap- 
proaching felicity. 

Though paradise be so very 
frequently mentioned in the 
Koran, yet itis a dispute among 
the Mahometans, whether it be 
already created, or to be created 
hereafter ; the Motazalites and 
some other sectaries asserting, 
that there is not at present any 
such place in nature, and that 
the paradise which the righteous 
will inhabit in the next life will 
be different from that from 
which Adam was expelled. 
However, the orthodox profess 
the contrary, maintaining that it 
was created even before the 
world, and describe it, from 
their prophet’s traditions, in the 
following manner : 

They say it is situated above 
the seven heavens (or in the 


Tenets of the Mahomeian Religion. 





445 


seventh heaven), and next under 
the throne of God ; and, to ex- 
press the amenity of the place 
tell us, that the earth of itis of 
the finest wheat flour, or of the 
purest musk, or, as others will 
have it, of saffron ; that its 
stones are pearls and jacinths, 
the walls of its buildings enrich- 
ed with gold and silver, and that 
the trunks of all its trees are of 
gold; among which the most 
remarkable is the tree called 
tuba, or the tree of happiness. 
Concerning this tree they fable, 
that it stands in the palace of 
Mahomet, though a branch of it 
will reach to the house of every 
true believer ; that it will be 
laden with pomegranates, 
grapes, dates and other fruits, of 
surprising bigness, and of tastes 
unknown to mortals. So that, 
if a man desire to eat of any 
particular kind of fruit, it will 
immediately be presented him ; 
or, if he choose flesh, birds ready 
dressed will be set before him, 
according to his wish. They 
add, that the boughs of this tree 
will spontaneously bend down 
to the hand of the person who 
would gather of its fruits, and 
that it will supply the blessed 
not only with food, but also 
with silken garments, and beasts 
to ride on ready saddled and 
bridled, and adorned with rich 
trappings, which will burst 
forth from its fruits ; and that 
this tree is so large, that a per- 
son, mounted on the fleetest 
horse, would not be able to gal- 
lop from one end of its shade to 
the other in one hundred years. 
As plenty of water is one of 
the greatest additions to the 
pleasantness of any place, the 
Koran often speaks of the rivers 
of paradise as a principal orna- 
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ment thereof: some of these 
rivers they say, flow with water, 
some with milk, some with 
wine, and others with honey ; 
all taking their rise from the 
root of the tree tuba. 

But all these glories will be 
eclipsed by the resplendent and 
ravishing girls of paradise, cal- 
Jed, from their large black eyes, 
TZur al oyun, the enjoyment of 
whose company will be a prin- 
cipal felicity of the faithful. 
These, they say, are created not 
of clay, as mortal womer are, 
but of pure musk ; being, as 
their prophet often!affirms in his 
Korun, free from all natural im- 
purities, defects, and inconven- 
iences incident to the sex ; of 
the strictest modesty, and seclu- 
ded from public view in pa- 
vilions of hollow pearls so large, 
that, as some traditions have it, 
one of them will be no less than 
four parasangs (or, as others 
say, sixty miles) long and as 
many broad. 

The name which the Ma- 
hometans usually give to this 
happy mansion is al Jannat, or, 
“the garden ;” and sometimes 
they cal! it, with an addition, 
Jannat al Ferdaws, “ the garden 
of paradise ;” Jarnat Aden, “ the 
garden of Eden,” (though they 
generally interpret the word 
diden not according to its accep- 
tation in Hebrew, but according 
to its meaning in their own 
tongue, whercin it signifies “a 
settledor perpetual habitation ;”) 
Jannat al Mawa, “ the garden of 
abode ;” Jannat al Naim, “ the 
garden of pleasure ;” and the 
like : by which several appella- 
tions some understand so many 
different gardens, or at least 
places of different degrees of 
iclicity (for they reckon no less 





[Dxc. 


than one hundred such in all), 
the very meanest whereof will 
afford its inhabitants so many 
pleasures and delights, that one 
would conclude they must even 
sink under them, had not Ma- 
homet declared that, in order to 
qualify the blessed for a full en- 
joyment of them, God will give 
to every one the abilities of one 
hundred men. 

6. God’s absolute decree and 
predestination both of good and 
evil. The orthodox doctrine is, 
that whatever hath or shall come 
to pass in this world, whether it 
be good or whether it be vad, 
proceedeth entirely from the 
Divine will, and is irrevocably 
fixed and recorded from all eter- 
nity in the preserved table ; God 
having secretly predetermined 
not only the adverse and pros- 
perous fortune of every person 
in this world, in the most mi- 
nute particulars, but also his 
faith or infidelity, his obedience 
or disobedience, and consequent- 
ly his everlasting happiness or 
misery after death ; which fate 
or predestination it is not possi- 
ble by any foresight or wisdom 
to avoid. 

Il. Ieligious practice. i. The 
first point is frayer, under 
which are also comprehended 
those legal washings or purifi- 
cations which are necessary 
preparations thereto. 

For the regular performance 
of the duty of prayer among the 
Mahometans, it is requisite, 
while they pray, to turn their 
faces towards the temple ol 
Mecca ; the quarter where the 
same is situated being, for that 
reason, pointed out within their 
mosques by a niche, which they 
call af Mehrab ; and without, by 
the situation of the doors open® 
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ing into the galleries of the stee- 
ples : there are also tables cal- 
culated for the ready finding out 
their Keblah, or part towards 
which they ought to pray, in 
places where they have no other 
direction. 

2. Alms are of two sorts, legal 
and voluntary. The legal alms 
are of indispensable obligation, 
being commanded by the law, 
which directs and determines 
both the portion which is tobe 
given, and of what things it 
ought to be given; but the 
voluntary alms are left to every 
one’s liberty, to give more or 
less, as he shall see fit. The 
former kind of alms some 
think to be properly called zacat. 
and the latter sadakat, though 
this name be also frequently 
given tothe legalalms. They 
are called zacet, either because 
they increase a man’s store by 
drawing down a blessing there- 
on, and produce in his soul the 
virtue of liberality ; or because 
they furify the remaining part 
of one’s substance from pollu- 
tion, and the soul from the filth 
of avarice ; and sadakat, because 
they are a proof of a man’s sin- 
cerity in the worship of God. 
Some writers have called the 
legal alms, cithes ; but improp- 
erly, since in some cases they 
fall short, and in others exceed 
that proportion. 

3. Fasting is a duty of so 
great moment, that Mahomet 
used to say it was the gate of re- 
ligion ; and that the odour of the 
mouth of him who fasteth is more 
grateful to God than that of 
musk ; and Al Ghazali reckons 
fasting one fourth part of the 
faith. According to the Ma- 
hometan divines, there are three 
degrees of fasting : }. The res- 
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training the belly and other 
parts of the body from satisfying 
their lusts.—2, The restraining 
the ears, eyes, tongue, hands, 
feet, and other members, frora 
sin.—3. The fasting of the heart 
from worldly cares, and res- 
training the thought from every 
thing besides God. 

4. The pilgrimage to Mecca is 
sO necessary a point of practice, 
that, according to a tradition of 
Mahomet, he who dies without 
performing it may as well die a 
sew or a Christian ; and the 
same is expressly commanded 
in the Koran, 

III. Mehometanism, causes of 
the success of. The rapid success 
which attended the propagation 
of this new religion was owing 
to causes that are plain and 
evident, and must remove, or 
rather prevent, our surprise, 
when they are attentively con- 
sidered. The terror of Mahom- 
et’s arms, and the repeated vic- 
tories which were gained by 
him and his successors, were, 
no doubt, the irresistible argu- 
ments that persuaded such mul- 
titudes to embrace his religion, 
and submit to his dominion. 
Besides, his law was artfully and 
marvellous!y adapted to the cor- 
rupt nature of man ; and, in a 
more particular manner, to the 
manners and opinions of the 
Eastern nations, and the vices 
to which they were naturally 
addicted: for the articles of 
faith which it proposed were 
few in number, and extremely 
simple ; and the dutics it re- 
quired were neither many nor 
difficult, nor such as were in- 
compatible with the empire of 
appetites and passions. It is to 
be observed farther, that the 
gross ignorance under which the 
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Arabians, Syrians, Persians, and 
the greatest part of the Eastern 
nations, labored at this time, ren- 
dered many an easy prey to the 
artifice and eloquence of this 
bold adventurer. Tothese cau- 
ses of the progress of Mahomet- 
ism we may add the bitter 
dissensions and cruel animosities 
that reigned among the Chris- 
tian sects, particularly the 
Greeks, Nestorians, Eutychians, 
and Monophysites ; dissensions 
that filled a great part of the 
East with carnage, assassina- 
tions, and such detestable enor- 
Mities, as rendered the very 
name of Christianity odious to 
many. We might add here, 
that the Monophysites and Nes- 
torians, full of resentment 
against the Greeks, from whom 
they had suffered the bitterest 
and most injurious treatment, 
assisted the Arabians in the con- 
quest of several provinces, into 
which, of consequence, the reli- 
gion of Mahomet was afterwards 
introduced. Other causes of 
the sudden progress of that re- 
ligion will naturally occur to 
such as consider attentively its 
spirit and genius, and the state 
of the world at this time. 

1V. Mahometanism, subver- 
sionof. Of things yet to come 
itis difficult to say any thing 
with precision. We _ have, 
however, some reason to believe 
from the aspect of scripture 
prophecy, that, triumphant as 
this sect has been, it shall at last 
come to nought. As it arose 
as a scourge to Christendom 
about the time that Antichrist 
obtained a temporal dominion, 
so it is not improbable but they 
will have their downfall nearly 
at the same period. The ninth 
chapter of Revelations seems to 





refer wholly to this imposture : 
“ The four angels were loosed,” 
says the prediction, 15th verse, 
“ which weve prepared for an 
hour, and a day and a month, 
and a year, for to slay the third 
partof men.” This period, in 
the language of prophecy, 
makes 391 years, which, being 
added to the year when the four 
anyels were loosed, will bring us 
down to 1844, or thereabouts, for 
the final destruction of the Ma- 
hometan empire. It must be 
confessed however, that, though 
the event is -certain, the exact 
time cannot be easily ascertain- 


‘ed. { Buck’s Theol. Dict. 
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The Christian Parent’s desircs 
for hie Children. 


(Concluded from p. 420.) 


ROM what has been said, 

several reflections are rea- 

dily suggested to our serious 
consideration. 

1, It may be remarked that 
religious children afford Chris- 
tian parents great delight. As 
much as any persons desire any 
benefit, so much are they pleas- 
ed when it is obtained. The 
more the benefits of piety in 
children are perceived. the great- 
er they will appear. Tor they 
are infinite and can never be ful- 
ly estimated. Christian parents 
possess in pious children a con- 
stant and increasing source of 
delight. Parents can desire fer 
their children no greater happl- 
ness than what is secured on 
their becoming the friends of 
God. ‘lhe wisest of men says, 
“ A wise son maketh a glad fa- 
ther. My son, if thine heart be 
wise, my heart shall rejoice, even 
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mine. Yea, my reins shall re- 
joice when thy lips speak right 
things.” As every motive urges 
parents to desire that their chil- 
dren be religious, so the piety of 
children affords Christian pa- 
rents the highest and purest en- 
joymenr. 

2. Iirrelizious children cause 
their plovs parents great sorrow. 


The character and condition of | 


ungodly children must appear 
very deplorable and distressing 
to Christian parents, who per- 


ceive and realize so many and | 


such important reasons for de- 
siring that they be pious. No 
siate of wretchedness as to tem- 
poral concerns can be so pitia- 
ble as the spiritual condition of 
an irreligious child. The pre- 
sent and future character and 
condition of such a child must 
spread a gloom over a pious p2- 
rent’s mind, and fill his heart 
with unmingled sorrow. If the 
parent had no view of the holy 
and wise government of God. 
which extends to every creature 
and every event, the situation 
of an ungodly child would be 
intolerably distressing. But the 
holy and wise government and 
purposes of God do not make 
sin and misery less evil in them- 
selves. Every one, who dis- 
cerns the hateful nature of sin 
and its pernicious consequences, 
must be affected and distressed 
in view of the sinful and mise- 
rable state of an unholy child. 
The wise man represents such 
a child as an oppressive burden 
toa parent. He says, “ A fool- 
ish son is the heaviness of his 
mother.” Again he says; * He 
that begetteth a fool doeth it to 
his sorrow, and the father of a 
fool hath no joy.” And again, 
“ A foolish son is the calamity 
Von. WI. No. 12. 
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of his father.” By wisdom and 
folly are intended piety and 
wickedness. Nu man was ever 
better able than Solomon to es- 
timate the nature and effects of 
wisdom and folly. And the ex- 
pericnce of Christian parents 
confirms his declarations re- 
specting unholy children. ‘To 
every such parent irrelicious 
children cause sorrow and dis- 
tress aS grcat as their desires 
that their children may be pious. 

3. Christian parents will di- 
ligently give their children reli- 
gious instruction. It is in view 
of the objects, which are pre- 
sented to the mind by the light 
of divine truth, that sinners are 
awakened, convicted, converted 
and sanctified. Hence Christ 
suid in his prayer for his people, 
* Sanctily them through thy 
truth ; thy word is truth.” A 
knowledge of the truth is neces- 
sary to the salvation of souls. 
Parents, then, who desire the 
salvation of their children, will 
give them religious instructions. 
The minds of children cannot 
remain vacant. If their minds 
be not filled with truth, they will 
be fiiled with lies. If the truth 
do not awaken their consciences, 
and sanctify their hearts, by lies 
their consciences will be stupifi- 
ed, and their hearts be hardened. 
If the truth do not save their 
souls, they will be destroyed by 
lies. Every parent, therefore, 
will be as diligent in giving his 
children religious instruction, 
as he is desirous of their salva- 
tion. Abraham, who was great- 


-ly concerned for the spiritual 


welfare of his children and ser- 

vants, faithfully instructed his 

numerous household. God com- 

manded his ancient people to 

give their children religious in- 
lit 
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struction with the greatest dili- 
gence. He said, “ And these 
words, which I comm: ind thee 
this day, shall be in tine heart. 

And thou shait teach them dill- 
gently unto thy chiidren, and 
shalt talk ef them when thou 
sittest in thine house. and when 
thou walkest by the way, and 
when thou liest down, and when 
thou risest up” Josnua’s reso- 
lution to serve the Lord with bis 
house, implied a determination 
to teach his family the doctrines 
and duties of religion. Solomon 
in his writings addresses chil- 
dren and youth with the great- 
est afiection and earnestness. 
*% To give subtiety to the simple, 
to the young man knowledge 
and discretion,” was one great 
design of bis writings. Accord- 
ingly he says, “ Hear, ye chil- 
dren, the instruction of a father, 
and attend to know understand. 
ing.’ And ag: ain, * Remem- 
ber now thy Creator in the days 
of thy youth.” The apostle en- 
joins upon parents the duty of 
giving religious instruction to 
their children, « And, ye fa- 
thers, provoke not your children 
to wrath: but bring them up in 
the nurture and admonition of 
the Lord.” 


plies the necessity of constant 
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faith, which is in Christ Jesus.” 

4, Christian parents will be 
careful to place before their 
children a pious example. It 
is often and truly said, that ac- 
‘ions speak louder than words. 
Children understand the actions 
of their parents before they 
have any knowledge of Jan- 


‘guage. The actions of parents 
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This injunction im- | ’ 


attention and diligence in the | 


veligious education of children. 
As much as parents desire the 


ure not only early and easily 
understood, but they are long 
remembered by children. We 
aiways remember the conduct 
of our parents. We shall al- 
Ways remember what attention 
they pvid to the holy sabbath. 
We shall always remember 
whether they re: id the holy bible 
and praye d daily in their fami- 
lies. The words and the ac- 
lions of parents make the firs’. 
the deepest and the most dura- 
ble impressions on the minds oi 
children. They, who make 
just observations on the charac- 
ter and conduct of mankind ; 
or who are in any degree ac- 
quainted with themselves, see 
abundant reason to believe that 
the example of others makes a 
deep impression on the human 
raind, and has a powerful in- 
fence on human conduct. 
Che boty scriptures place be- 
fore us the ex ample of eminent 
saints, as afiording the most ef- 


| fectual inducements to an holy 


- and virtuous life. 


salvation of their children, so 
much willthey be engaged in: 


using all the means, which God 
has appointed, and which are ne- 
cessury to accomplish this im- 
portant and desirable object. 
Surely then they will diligently 
teach their children the knowl- 
edge of the holy Seriptures, 
which are able to make them 





The glorious 
Redeemer endeavored to influ- 
ence his followers to do what is 
tight by making on their minds 
the deepest impression of his 
own perfect example. He then 
said, “1 have given you an ex- 
ample, that ye should do as I 
have done to you.” Would pa- 
rents adopt the most impressive 
and persuasive method of indu- 


wise unto salvation, through | cing their children to become 
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religious, they must, in the 
most careful and watchful man- 
ner, place before their children, 
in their own conduct, an cxam- 
ple of the reality, importance 
and excellence of Christianity. 
5. Chrisiian parents will care- 
fully restrain their chiidren 
from evil companions, and 
wicked practices. The hearts 


of children are so depraved that | 


they are commonly gratified by 
the company and conversation 


of such persons as have not the | with move severity, to prevent 
icar of God before their eyes.|a child from destroy ie ay 
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rection and punishment. If all 
these means of restraint be in- 
suficient, it Is evident that the 
parents, who fail of restraining 
their children, are very injudi- 
cious, or very ill-disposed as to 
the management of their chil- 
dren. Wo you imagine that this 
is enjoining too much restraint, 
and enforcing it, by too much 
severity ? Where is the pzrent, 
who will not impose greater 
restraints, and enforce them 


MS 


Vain and irreligious compan- | property ? The parent, who does 


ions banish every thought of 
God and divine things from the 
youthful mind. By associating 
with such persons, children and 
youth become constantly more 
averse to the doctrines and du- 
ties of religion. When the 


mind is filled with vanity, what- 
ever instruction may be given, 
is wholly lost ; as seed that is 


sown among thorns, or that falls 
upona rock. Such companions 
and practices as remove from 
Use minds of children a convic- 
tion 2nd impression of divine 
things, lead them into the paths 
of the destroyer. It is written, 
*“ A companion of fools sha!l be 
destroyed.” If, then, parents 
would prevent the eternal des- 
truction of their children, they 
must restrain them from such 
company and such practices as 
are not religious. Christian 
parents, whe feel agreat concern 
for the spiritual good of their 
children, will restrain them 
from what is evii. They will 
endeavor to restrain them by 
instructions and persuasions. If 
these be insufficient, they will 
exercise their parental authority 
and government. If these be 


insufficient, they will inflict cor-! 





not realize the necessity of such 
restraints as shall prevent his 
children from associating with 
irreligious companions, and en- 
gauging ia evil practices, there 
is every reason to fear is an en- 
tire stranger to the feciings of 
a Christian parent. Does such 
a parent ever address his chil- 
dren in the earnest and decisive 
language of the wisest of men, 
when moved by the Holy Spirit? 
“ Enter not into the path of the 
wicked, and go not in the way 
of evil men. Avoid it ; pass 
not by it ; turn from it and pass 
away.” And to every parent 


| he says, * Chasten thy son while 


there is hope, and let not thy 
soul spare for hiscrying. With- 
hold not correction from thy 
child ; for if thou beatest him 
with a rod he shall not die. 
Thou shalt beat him with a rod 
and shalt deliver his soul from 
hell.” Now where is the pa- 
rent, who will reply against 
God, and say thatsuch restraints, 
as shall effectually keep children 
and youth fromevil companions 
and wicked practices, are not to 
be used ? Let every parent, who 
does not restrain his children in 
such a manner, read the history 
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of Eli and his house, and trem- 
ble., And let every Christian 
parent be as much concerned to 
restrain his children from evil 
companions and sinful practices, 
as he is desirous of their salva- 
lion. 

6. Christian parents will be 
careful to have their children at- 
tend to the preaching of the 
gospel. God has appointed the 
ministry of the gospel as the 
principal and most powerful 
meansof saving souls. It‘ pleas- 
es ae by the foolishness of 
preaching to save them that be- 
lieve.” But © how shall they 
believe in him of whom they 
have not heard?) and how shall 
they hear without a preacher? 
So then faith cometh by hear- 
ing, and hearing by the word of 
God.” 

The plain and faithful instruc- 
tions of the gospel, when given 
in the solemn assembly on the 
Lord’s day, are suited to awa- 
ken and impress every human 
mind. And they are suited to 
strike the minds of the young 
in a very powerful and peculiar 
manner. Their minds are not 
filled with worldly cares. Their 
hearts are not greatly hardened 
through the deceitfulness of sin. 

“heyy who in childheod and 
youth have attended a faithful 
ministry of the word, have rare- 
Jy, during their whole lives, lost 
the impressions which divine 
truth then made oa their minds. 
As to such persons, as have 
passed their childhood and youth 
under a faithful ministry of the 
gespel, without receiving deep 
impressions of divine truth, 
there is great reason to fear that 
the gospel will prove a savor of 
death unto death. There is 
great reason to fear that they 
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will remain the rest of their 
duys on the way side, or as the 
stony places, or as the thorny 
ground ; and that they wil! nev- 
er bring forth any fruit to per- 
fection. Parents, then, who de- 
sire the salvation of ‘heir chil- 
dren, wil] take ¢reat painsto proe 
duce In their minds a thorough 
conviction and a deepimpression 
of the doctrines and duties of re- 
iivion. And forthis purpose they 
will be careful that their children 
constantly attend a thorough 
and faithful ministry of the gos- 
pel 

7. Christian parents will be 
much engaged in praying to 
God that their children may be 
renewed and sanctified. They 
realize that the hearts of men 
are in the hands of God. They 
realize that if divine power and 
grace do not accompany the 
means of salvation, they will be 
used without any saving benefit. 
As much as any persons desire 
that souls may be saved, so much 
will they pray to God to exert 
his power and grace for tl.eir 
salvation. Christian parents will 
continually present the precious 
souls of their children unto their 
Creator and Redeemer, and fer- 
vently implore his renewing and 
sunctifying grace. At a time, 
when it might have seemed that 
Abraham would have wholly 
forgotten Ishmael, he earnesily 
prayed that he might live before 
God. Christians have always 
offered their prayers to God for 
the salvation of their feliow 
men. ‘The apostle says, “* My 
heart’s desire and prayer to God 
for Israel is, that they might be 
saved.” Can Christian parents 
be less concerned and less pray- 
erful for the souls of their deat 
offspring, than was the apostle 
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or his violent and persecuting | 
enemies [i is said of a pious 
mother, who hed a large num- 
ber of children, that she never 
took one of them into her arms 
without praying for its salvation 
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When the reasons, that induce 
Christian parents to desire that 
their children be religious, are 
considered, they seem sufficient 
to excite inctssant prayers and 
vehement supplications to God 
to renew and sanctify their im- 
mortal souls. 

8. What has been said affords 
every parent an opportunity to 
know his own character. Pa- 
rents especially fix their eyes 
and their hearts upon their chil- 
dren. From an attentionto their 
own hearts and an examination 
of ‘heir conduct, they may ea- 
sily determine whether they 
greatly desire that their children 
be religious. It can hardly be 
supposed that any parent, in 
view of what bas been said on 
this subject, will coniess that 
such are not his desires for his 
children You see by what con- 
siderations the desires of pious 
parents for their children are ex- 
cited. You must own that their 
desires are right. You see too, 
that you, who are parents, if 
you have not ardent desires that 
your children become pious, 
must be very criminal. But if 
it be so, do not increase your 
criminality by refusing to see 
and confess the truth. On a 
subject so important and inter- 
esting, if you be not exceedingly 
hardened in sin, your feelings 
must be awakened. And it is 
wise to hear and regard the 
voice of truth, while we may 
profit by its kind and friendly 
Nstructions. 





O parents, has not the truth a 
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powerful advocate in your own 
consciences ? Do you not know 
that you are urged by every af- 


| fec'ing motive to be pious your- 


selves, and to desire that your 
children may also be pious? 
Now are you Christian parents ? 
Have you children that are reli- 
gious ? And do they afford you 
great joy? Have you children 
that are destitute of piety ? And 
does a view of their character 
and condition cause you much 
sorrow ? Are they an heaviness 
to your heart? Do you diligent- 
ly and faithfully instruct your 
children in the doctrines and du- 
ties of Christianity ? Do you so 
live as to impress on the minds 
of your children a sense of the 
reality, importance and excel- 
lence of Christianity by your 
own example ? Do you restrain 
your children from irreligious 
companions and evil practices ? 
Are you careful that they attend 
a spiritual and powerful minis- 
try of the gospel ? Are you 
constant and earnest in praying 
to God for the life of your chil- 
dren’s souls ? Are not some of 
you, who are parents, able to re- 
ply that for the souls of your 
children you feel a deep, a con- 
stant and tender concern? Is not 
your heart’s desire and prayer to 
God for your children, that they 
may be saved ? Let the reasons 
of such desires and prayers be 
more constantly considered and 
more deeply realized. While you 
diligently and faithfully use all 
the means which God has ap- 
pointed for the salvation of your 
children, constantly bring their 
souls before the throne of grace, 
and earnestly plead for the influ- 
ences of his Holy Spirit to be 
bestowed abundantly upon your 
dear offspring. Wrestle, O 
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Christian parents, and prevail 
with God to save your children 
from the damnation of hell, by 
taking hold of his own gracious 
promises. To you Jechovzh 
says, “ I will pour water upon 


him that is thirsty, and floods | 


upon the dry giound: I will 
pour my Spirtt upon thy seed, 
zod my blessing upon thine off- 
spring ; and they shall spring 
up as among the grass, as wil- 
lows by the water courses.” 


DIDYMUS. 
—ert © ee 


The Importance of Systematical 
Divinity. 


YAUL says to Timothy, 
“ Hold fast the form of 
sound words, which thou hast 
heard of me.” The mode of 
expression here used suggests, 
that the apostic taught, and 
Timothy learned, a scheme or 
system ofcivinity. “ The form 
of sound words” signifies the 
same asthe form of knowl- 
edge,” and “the form of doc- 
trine,” which are scripture ex- 
pressions, and mean a regular, 


well-digested scheme of religi- | 


ous sentiments. Such areligious 
system the apostle had taught 


Timothy and exhorts him Z| 
We may then be as- ; 


hold fast. 
sured that it is of great impor- 
tance men should learn Chat sys- 
tem of sound doctrines, which 
the gospel contains. To illus- 
rate this observation it is pro- 
posed to show, 

I. That the gospel contains 
sound doctrines ; 

Ii. That the gospel contains 
asystem of sound doctrines ; 
And, 








IIJ. That it is a matter of im- 
portance to learn this system. 

I. Let us consider the sound- 
ness of the doctrines, which are 
contained in the gospel. Here 
it may be observed, 

1. That the doctrines of the 
gospel are sound, as they are 
strictly ¢rue. They are the true 
savings of God... They ovigi- 
nated from the foundation of 
truth. ‘They stand in opposition 
to all the false doctrines of weak 
and wicked men. And in this 
respect, they are represented as 
sound. ‘Thus Paul saysto Tim- 
othy, “I charge thee theretore 
before God,—preach the word. 
For the time will come when 
they will not endure sound doc- 
trinc, but alter their own lusts 
shall they heap to themselves 
teachers, having itching ears ; 
and they shall turn away their 
ears from the truth.” Sound 
doctrine here signifies the same 
thing as truth, in opposition to 
error. And Paul, in his epistle 
to Titus, uses the term sound 
doctrine, in the same sense. 
“For a bishop must be blame- 
less, as the steward of God, 
holding fast the faithful word, as 
he hath been taught ; that he 
mzy be able by sound doctrine, 
both to exhort and convince the 
gain-sayers. Wherefore re- 
buke them sharply, that they 
may be sonnd in the faith.” 
But speak the things, which be- 
come sound doctrine, in doctrine 
shewing uncorruptness, sound 
speech that cannot be condemn- 
ed.” By sound doctrine and 
sound speech, the apostle means 
the true doctrines of the gospel, 
which cannot be condemned as 
false. 

2. The doctrines of the gos- 
pel are sound, as they are pure 
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and salutary, and tend to pro- 
mote holiness in the hearts and 
livesofmen. This is a natural 
and necessary consequence of 
their being true. Truth is the 
wholesome food of the mind, 
and the proper foundation of all 
holy and virtuous exercises. Ac- 
cordingly the doctrines of the 
gospel are represented as having 
a pure and salutary effect upon 
the souls otf men. “ The Jaw 
of the Lord is perfect, converting 
the soul. The testimony of the 
Lord is sure, making wise the 
simple. ‘Ihe statutes of the 
Lord are right, rejoicing the 
heart. The commandment of 
the Lord is pure, enlightening 
the eyes. The judgments of 
the Lord are truc and righteous 
altogether.” “ As new born 
babes, desire the sincere milk of 
the word, that ye may grow 
thereby.” “ These things teach 
and exhort. If any man te.ch 
otherwise, and consent not to 
wholesome words, even the words 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to 
the doctrine which is according to 
godliness ; he is proud knowing 
nothing.” Such is the sound- 
ness of the doctrines contained 
in the gospel. They are true 
in opposition to all false doc- 
trines. And they are pure and 
salutary in opposition to the 
vain imaginations and corrupt 
sentiments of men of corrupt 
minds. They are according to 
godliness and tend to promote 
it. They are excellent in their 
nature and beneficial in their ef- 
fects. They are calculated to 
fill the minds of men with light 
and their hearts with love. 

II. The gospel contains a sys- 
tem of sound doctrines. 

A system is a collection of the 
fundamental rules or principles 
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of any art or science, arranged 
in their proper order, relation, 
connection and consistency. A 
system of ¢rammar contaius the 
fundamental rules of expressing 
our thoughts in words, with pro- 
priety. A system of logic con- 
tains the fundamental rules of 
clear and just reasoning. A 
system of philosopby contains 
the fundamental rules of that 
science. A system of laws 
contains the fundamental prin- 
ciples and regulations of any 
paricular form of civil govern- 
ment. A sysicm of divinity 
contains the fundamental truths 
of the Christian religion. By 
fundamental truths I mean 
those doctrines,which constitute 
the essence of Christianity, and 
upon which it necessarily de- 
pends. Thus the truth of God’s 
existence, of Christ’s existence, 
and of the depravity of human 
nature, are fundamental doc- 
trines. Tor if all these, or either 
of these be denied, the whole of 
Christianity is denied. There 
can be no room for Christianity, 
if there be no God, or if there be 
no Saviour, or if there be no 
human depravity. So any other 
doctrine of the gospel is funda- 
mental, which, being denied, 
would be a virtual dcuial ef the 
Christian religion. But the bi- 
ble contains many things, which 
are not essential either to natu- 
ral or revealed religion. Such 
are many precepts and prohibi- 
tions, many warnings and admo- 
nitions, and many historical facts 
and events, which we find in 
scripture. And these may be 
disbelieved or denied, without 
disbelieving or denying the reli- 
gion of Christ. There are, how- 
ever, many great, necessary, es- 
sential and fundamental truths 
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contained in the gospel, which 
constitute the essence, and lie at 
the bottom of Christianity. And 
in this sense the gospel contains 
a system of sound doctrines. 
The gospel once lay unre- 
vealed in the divine mind. It is 
a scheme which God formed 
and adopted before the found:- 
tion of the world. 
in his mind from eternity, it was 
a perfect system of eternal 
truths, reduced to perfect order, 
harmony and consistency. God 
saw through the whole with 
perfect clearness. But be was 
pleased to reveal this scheme at 
divers times, in different ways, 
and in separate parts. Hence, 
the Bible is not written in the 
form of a system, in which the 


And as it lay | 
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great and fundamental doctrines | 


of the gospel are collected and 
arranged in their proper order, 
harmony and connection. But 
though these fundamental doc- 
trines are not thrown into the 
form of a system ; yet they are 
capable of being collected and 
digested into one harmonious 
and consistent scheme. ‘The 
gospel contains all the truths 
and doctrines, which are neces- 
sary to be known and embraced, 
in order to salvation. These 
truths and doctrines are harmo- 
nious and consistent with each 
other. They may be seen and 
understood in their harmony 
and connection. And hence it 
may be clearly seen and under- 
stood, that the gospel contains a 
system of sound doctrines. 
But since these doctrines lie 
scattered in various parts of 
scripture, the gospel system 
cannot be seen intuitively, at the 
first glance. It requires read- 





[ Dee. 


it. In this way, Timothy ¢sin- 
ed the form of sound words. 
He read the scriptures from his 
youth, and heard the preaching 
and conversation of the apostles ; 
and by digesting what he had 
heard and read, he formed a 
ciear and consistent scheme of 
divinity in his own mind. By 
the same means, others ought 
to learn that system of sound 
doctrines, Which ihe gospel con- 
tains. And this leads me to 
show, 

Ill. The importance of doing 
it. 

This is plainly implied in 
Paul’s exhortation to Timothy. 
* Hold fast the form of sound 
words, which thou hast heard of 
me.” If it was so necessary to 
retain his system :tical know!l- 
edge of the gospel, it was equal- 
ly necessary that he should ac- 
quire it. And what was neces- 
sary and important’ for Timo- 
thy, is revlly necessary and im- 
portant for all,; who enjoy the 
gospel. They should not only 
learn the doctrines of the gos- 
pel ; but also their order, har- 
mony and connection. Whey 
should not only understand the 
various parts of divine revela- 
tion, but also the relation ind 
connection, which the various 
parts bear to each other. Or 
in the lanzuzge of our subject, 
they should learn that system 
of divinity, which is really and 
plainly contained in the gospel. 
And to make the importance of 
this appear. I observe, 

1. ft is necessary to under- 
stand the gospel system, in or- 
der to have clear and just ideas 
of any of its fundamental doc- 
trines. These cannot be clearly 


ing, hearing and study to learn | and fully understood, separate]; 
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considered. Let any person at- 
tend ever so closely to any one 
important doctrine of the ges- 
pel, and he will find, that he can- 
not obtain a clear and full know- 
ledge of it, without considering 
it in relation to, and connection 
with the general scheme or 
system of divine truth. Let any 
man, for instance, attend to the 
death of Christ on the cross, and 
all the scripture accounts of it, 
and yet he will remain totally 
ignorant of its affecting import 
and design, without taking into 
view the greatend of his dying. 
‘This holds true of all the great 
and essential doctrines of divine 
revelation. They cannot be 
clearly seen and understood. 
without having a general, con- 
nected and consistent view of 
the gospel scheme of saivation. 
And hence it is very important 
to learn the system of sound 
doctrines contained in the gos- 
pel. Men may read the bible, 
hear preaching, and converse 
upon the truths of divine revela- 
tion, for years and years, and 
even as long as they live ; and 
yet never have a clear and con- 
sistent knowledge of the very 
first principles of the oracles of 
God, if they neglect to learn 
and digest the system of doc- 
trines, which the gospel con- 
tains. This is the way, and the 
only possible way of acquiring 
religious and divine knowledge. 
It would be of no avail to learn 
the whole bible by heart, and 
commit every sermon that is 
heard to memory, without com- 
paring and digesting divine 
truths, and learning their har- 
mony and connection, as parts 
of one uniform and consistent 
system. 

2. It is necessary to under- 

Vor: IIT. No. 12. 
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stand the gospel system, in or- 
der to understand the meaning 
of scripture in general. For all 
particular passages of scripture 
are to be explained and under- 
stood, in consistency with the 
scheme of salvation contained 
in the gospel. Without this 
standard, it is utterly impossible 
to reconcile a multitude of par- 
ticular texts. A great many 
detached passages may be fourd 
in the bible, which taken wiih- 
out connection, will apparently 
support any error, and contra- 
dict any truth. Hence every 
sect of Christians can find texts 
to support their false and favor- 
ite opinions. And it is utterly 
impossible, in many cases, to 
show that they misconstrue 
scripture, without comparing it 
with the general scheme of di- 
vine revelation. Every sect of 
Christians endeavor to read the 
bible into their own scheme, 
And they do it upon this prin- 
ciple, that no passage of scrip- 
ture can contradict the true gos- 
pel planof redemption. And 
this is true. Hence in order to 
read the bible right, or to ex- 
plain difficult and apparently 
contradictory passages, it is ne- 
cessary to understand the true 
gospel system of doctrines. 
This is the only infallible rule 
of construing scripture. And 
the nearer any come to a clear 
and full understanding of the 
gospel system of sound doc- 
trines, the better able they are 
to explain and understand the 
scriptures in general. For alk 
the texts in the bible are really 
consistent with each other. 
And did we clearly understand 
ihe gospel as a system, we 
might generally be able to un- 
derstand particular passages of 
Kkk 








ae 





; ; 
4 





458 The Imporcance of Systematical Divinity. 


divine revelation. This shows 
the great importance of Jearn- 
ing that system of doctrines, 
which the gospel contains. 

3. To avoid errors in relizion 
it is necessary to learn the gos- 
pel system of doctrines. Such 
errors have been imbthbed and 
propagated, ever since the gos- 
pel day. ‘Fhose who enjoy the 
bible are always Itable to be led 
intoerrors. And unless they 
understand the system of sound 
doctrines contained In the gos- 
pel, they are very unable to a- 
void this danger. Religious er- 
rors are propagated under the 
sanction of the bible, and parti- 
cular passages are produced in 
favor of them. 

And to oppose one passage of 
scripture to another, is but a 
weak defence against error. 
Hence those, who are well ac- 
quainted with scripture texts, 
and can quote them with ease, 
are as liable, many times, to fall 
into errors, as any persons. But 
those, who have learned and di- 
gested that scheme of doctrines 
which the gospel contains, are 
well prepared to avoid all reli- 
gious errors of any great conse- 
quence. They know that every 
doctrine which contradicts the 
gospel scheme is an error. And 
thercfore when any errors are 
proposed for their approbation, 
they have a standard, by which 
they can easily detect their false- 
hood. And though particular 
texts are adduced. and particular 
arguments are offered, im_ their 
support 5 yet they can bring all 
these texts and arguments to the 
touch stone of the gospet plan, 
and discover their impertinency 
and weakness. Arian, Socinian, 
Antinomian and Armiuian er- 
rors, all clash with the gospel 
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scheme, though many texts and 
arguments may be brought to 
support them. And whoever 
understands the gospel system 
of sound doctrines, is but little 
exposed to be led astray by any 
| errors of this kind. The whole 
tenor and sptrit of the gospel 
condemn these false schemes of 





relizion ; and indeed every other 
| erroneous system. And for this 
| reason it iS very important to 
| learn the gospel system of doc- 
trines. Ft is one of the mos ef- 
fectual guards against all religi- 
ous errors and delusions. 

4. Itis of importance to un- 
derstand the gospel scheme of 
doctrines, in order to detect er- 
rors. Ft isthe duty of men not 
only to avoid error, but to detect 
and expose it. They are some- 
times called to contend earnest- 
ly for the truth, by detecting 
those falfe and corrupt senti- 
ments, which obscure and injure 
it, And there is nothing that 
better qualifies men to refute 
and expose erroneous opinions, 
than a clear and extensive know- 
ledee of the great and funda- 
mental doctrines of the gospel. 
When they possess this know- 
ledge, they are able not only to 
avoid error, but to point out its 
absurdity and contrariety to par- 
licular passages of scripture, and 
to the whole system of gospel 
truths. And error never ap- 
pears so odious and absurd, as 
when it is fairly set m contrast 
with the pure doctrines of the 
gospel. Those, therefore, who 
understand these doctrines 
their connection and dependence, 
are prepared to expose every er- 
ror and delusion, which is con- 
trary to sound doctrine, with 
the greatest ease, and to the best 
advantage. A man, who under- 
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stands a system of grammar, can 
detect a grammatical error at a 
glance, and make it appear as 
un error. A man, who ander- 
stands a system of logic, can ea- 
sily and effectually detect a so- 
phism, or false reasoning. So he 
that understands the system of 
sound doctrines contained io the 
gospel, is able to detect and ex- 
pose religious errors in the 
clearest manner. And on this 
account, ii 1s of greatimportance 
to learn the gospel system of di- 
vine truth. 

5. It is no less important to 
understand the leading and fun- 
damental doctrines of the gos- 
pel, in order to teach them to 
others. No person is properly 
capable of teaching any impor- 
tant doctrines of the bible, un- 
less he understands them in 
their relation and connection 
with each other. Public teach- 
ers are very unfit for their of- 
fice, if they have no connected 
and digested scheme of religi- 
ous sentiments formed in their 
own minds. They are extreme- 
ly liable to say things which are 
really false and inconsistent. 
And it is no uncommon thing 
to hear crude, indigested and in- 
consistent sentiments delivered 
from the sacred desk. (This 
must be the case, if preachers 
do not understand that system of 
doctrines, which the gospel con- 
tains. So long as they are un- 
acquainted with the real harmo- 
ny and connection of the gospel 
scheme, they cannet possibly 
maintain a consistency in their 
discourses. And this is equally 
true of all common Christians, 
whose business it is to instruct 
their children and households. 
They need to know the doctrines 
of the bible in their intimate re- 
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lation and connection. For 
without this knowledge, they 
can convey but very little real 
instruction, or information to 
those whom they undertake to 
teach. But if they have this 
knowledge, they wiil be able in- 
structors, though they are not 
acquainted with the languages 
and the historical parts of scrip- 
ture. He that understands the 
real harmony and connection of 
the gospel system, is truly a di- 
vine, and able to teach others 
also. And in order to be able 
to do this, it is very important 
to acquire a clear and connected 
view of the great and essential 
doctrines of the bible. 

6. This knowledge is further 
necessary to grow in grace. 
Knowledge is the mother of true 
devetion. The knowledge of 
the gospel system is the noblest 
knowledge, and best adapted to 
awaken every holy affection. In- 
deed it is the most extensive 
knowledge, that can be acquired 
by man. It is but a very small 
part of gospel knowledge to 
know that penitent, believing 
sinners shall be saved. The 
gospel system, in its full extent 
and connection, unfolds the 
knowledge of God, of angels 
and men ; the knowledge of 
this world and the next. The 
gospel system unfolds the per- 
fections und designs of the Dei- 
ty, and exhibits all intelligent 
beings, in their true and most 
important light. A plain, com- 
mon Christian, who is acquaint- 
ed with the gospel, as a system 
of truth, knows far more about 
the most important objects in 
heaven and earth, in time and 
eternity, than the most knowing 
heathen or infidel on the face 
of the earth, And this know- 
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ledge is favorable to holiness of 
heart and life. Hence the apos- 
tle exhorts Christians “to grow 
in grace and in the knowledge 
ofour Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ.” The more real saints 
become acquainted with the 
gospel scheme of salvation, the 
more they love and adore God ; 
the more they admire and e- 
steem the divine Redeemer ; 
the more they desire the en- 
largement of his kingdom, and 
the more are they engaged to 
promote it. Such knowledge 
makes them strong in faith, and 
in every other Christian grace. 
It may be added, 

7. I. is of great importance to 
understand ‘he gospel system of 
sound doctrines, in order to gain 
a good evidence of our good 
estate. Many really think they 
Jove the gospel aid heartily 
embrace it ; while in reality 
they love only a part of it, or 
some detached doctrines misun- 
derstood. Almost every body 
loves the gospel in this view. 
For there are some things con- 
tained in it, which separately 
considered, are very agreeable 
to the most corrupt heart. But 
the gospel, taken as a system of 
connected and important truths, 
is perfectly disagreeable to every 
person in the world, whose heart 
has not been renewed. In order 
to determine, therefore, whether 
we do really believe and em- 
brace the gospel from the heart, 
it is necessary to understand it, 
in its proper extent and connec- 
ticn. And when we view it in 
its true light, we may pretty 
certainly determine whether we 
are real friends or enemies to it. 
There ts reason to fear that 
thousends have been fatally de- 
ceived, by having onivfa partial 





knowledge of the gospel, and 
embracing only its most agreea- 
ble doctrines, detached from the 
great system of fundamental 
truths. Hence it appears a mat- 
ter of high consequence to all 
who enjoy the gospel, whether 
learned or unlearned ; whether 
preachers or hearers ; whether 
old or young; to gain aclear 
knowledge of the gospel scheme 
of salvation Itis not enough 
to learn some separate parts, or 
f:vorite sentiments ; but the 
whole system of sound doc- 
trines must be understood in its 
harmony andconnection. Nor 
is it safe for any to rest in their 
superficial acquaintance with the 
gospel. Let all, therefore, la- 
bor to know the truth, that they 
may know their real condition. 


——t oo 
The Bencfits of confidence inGod. 


HE face of the moral, as 

well as natural world is 
perpetually changing, which 
produces corresponding changes 
in the minds of all, who place 
their highest hopes upon world- 
ly objects. Their hopes rise or 
sink, just as God sends prosper- 
ity or adversity ; and their con- 
duct varies, as © their views and 
feelings vary. They sometimes 
muke haste in the pursuit of the 
objects of their desires ; and 
sometimes they lose all their 
zeal and resolution, and sink 
down into languor and despon- 
dency. But if mankind would 
place their hopes, not upon the 
world, but upon the great Gov- 
ernor of the world, they would 
stand upon a firmer foundation, 
and become more stable in their 
views, and more uniform in 
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their conduct. God is immu- 
tabie and without the least shad- 
ow of change in his designs ; 
and therefore constantly and in- 
variably pursues them in the 
whole course of his providence. 
He is not slack, as some men 
count slackness, in carrying into 
effect, the great design of re- 
deeming love, which he formed 
in the early days of eternity. 
He has always kept his eye and 
his heart on that great and vlo- 


rious object, though his friends, 


as well as his enemies, have 
sometimes been ready to fear he 
had forgotten and relinquished 
it. This was often the case in 
that long period, which passed 
from the first promise of a Sav- 
idul, to his actual appearance 
upon earth. Hence in a time 
of great darkness in Israel. God 
sent his prophet to comfort the 
children of Zion, by repeating 
his assurance, that he was then 
pursuing bis gracious design. 


notwithstanding all outward ap- 
pearances to the contrary — 
‘‘ Therefore thus saith the Lord 
God, Behold, I lay in Zion for 
a foundation, a stone, a tried 
stone, a precious corner stone, a 
sure foundation: he that believ- 


eth shall not make haste.” This 
is a plain prediction of Christ, 
and is so interpreted by Christ 
himself and his apostles. At the 
close of his parable of the house- 
holder, who let out his vineyard 
to unfaithful husbandmen, he de- 
mands, “ Did ye never read in 
the scriptures, The stone which 
the builders rejected, the same 
is become the head of the cor- 
ner?” But Peter in his reply 
to those who asked him by 
what power he cured the impo- 
tent man, gives a more full and 
explicit explanation of this pre- 
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diction. ‘“ Be it known unto 
you all, and untoall the people 
of Israel, that by the name of 
Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom 
ye crucified, whom God raised 
from the dead, even by him 
doth this man stand here before 
you whole. ‘This is the stone 
which was set at nought of you 
builders, which is become the 
head of the corner. Neither is 
there salvation in apy other : 
fur there is none other name 
under heaven given among men 
whereby we must be saved.” 
Christ being the person predict- 
ed, under the metaphor of a 
stone, a tried stone, a precious 
corner stone, a sure foundation, 
itis easy to understand the im- 
port of this clause, he that 
believeth shall not make haste.” 
It is not said, he that believeth 
in Christ, the person predicted ; 
but he that believeth. Believeth 
what ? He that believeth, that 
God will lay in Zion for a foun- 
dation a tried stone. Or in oth- 
er words, *“ he that believeth 
that God is carrying on his 
gracious designs, and preparing 
the way for the promised Sa- 
viour, and by that means, pur- 
suing the great design of re- 
deeming love ; he shall not 
make haste, but find his hopes, 
and expectations, and desires 
placed on a solid foundation.” 
And God’s prosecution of the 
same gracious designs is suited 
to produce the same effect, in 
the minds of his friends. Hence 
arises this observation. The 
friends of God derive great be- 
nefit from a firm belief that he 
is constantly carrying on the 
work of redemption. 

To illustrate this observation, 

I. Let us consider what we 
are to understand by the work of 
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redemption. By this, we are to 
understand the work of saving 
sinners, which lies at the founda- 
tion of all the works of God, 
and to which he means to make 
all his operations in creation and 
providence subservient. He de- 
termined from eternity to save 
some of our fallen race, and 
this is called “ his eternal pur- 
pose, which he purposed in 
Christ Jesus our Lord.” He 
eternally designed to bring a- 
bout the salvation of sinners, not 
by a mere act of sovereignty ; 
but by the death and mediation 
of Cirist the Lord of glory. By 
pursuing this, and by these 
means, he intends to produce 
great and glorious effects. 

1. He intends to display his 
glorious existence, as the Tri- 
une God, the Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghost. No other work of 
his, than the work of redemp- 
tion, is calculated to manifest the 
Trinity of persons in the God- 
head. And had he not devised 
the work of redeeming sinners 
through the incarnation and 
atonement of Christ, we cannot 
conceive how the works of crea- 
tion and providence would ever 
have discovered to the mind of 
created beings, the glorious 
truth of the ever blessed Trini- 
ty. But the work of redemp- 
tion, in which each person in 
the Godhead bears a distinct 
part, clearly unfolds the pecu- 
jiar mode of the divine exist- 
ence, which is the foundation of 
ihe complete blessedness of the 
all-sufficient and self-existent 
God 

2. The work of redemption 
is designed to manifest all the 
perfections of the Deity. Nei- 
ther the works of creation nor 


providence alone, could make 





this display of all the divine at- 
tributes. But the work of re- 
demption is so connected, as to 
manifest the almighty power, 
the manifold wisdom, the in- 
flexible justice, and the bound- 
less grace of God, and to set all 
these divine excellencics in the 
most pleasing, beautiful and 
striking light. 

3. God intends in the work of 
redemption to set the characters 
of all his intelligent creatures 
in every possible attitude. He 
intends to exhibit some of his 
creatures as originally, perfect- 
ly and perpetually holy. He 
intends to exhibit some of his 
creatures as originally and per- 
fectly holy, and then as perfect- 
ly and perpetually unholy. Le 
intends to exhibit some of his 
creatures as origin: !ly holy, then 
perfectly sinful, then imperfectly 
sinful, and finally and fer ever 
perfectly holy. And he intends to 
exhit some of his creatures, as 
originally, perfectly and eternal- 
ly sinful. By these means he 
will throw the moral character 
of moral beings into every atti- 
tude in which they can possibly 
appear. ‘This will exhibit all 
moral beings in the most strik- 
ing light conceivable. 

4. God intends by the work 
of redemption, to defeat the de- 
signs of all his incorrigible ene- 
mies. We are told, “ for this 
purpose the Son of God was 
manifested, that he might de- 
stroy the works of the devil.” 
And again we read, “ He must 
reign until he hath put all ene- 
mies under his feet.” God in- 
tends to disappoint Satan and 
all his servants, who refuse to 
bow to the sceptre of Christ ; 
by turning all their works and 
designs to his own glory, and 
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the good of those who love him. 
And we add, 

5. That God intends by the 
work of redemption, to raise 
all his dutiful and obedient crea- 
tures to the highest degree of 
holiness and happiness, through 
the medium of the highest de- 
grees of light. When the 
work of redemption is comple- 
ted it will show the heart of God, 
and the hearts of all intelligent 
creatures in the clearst manner. 
And in the view of the whole 
intelligent universe, benevolent 
creatures must rise as high in 
holiness and happiness as their 
natures will admit. The holi- 
ness and happiness of all be- 
nevolent beings is always in ex- 
act proportion to their light, or 
their knowledge of things. 
And as the work of redemp- 
tion will diffuse the greatest pos- 
sible light through the universe ; 
so it must raise all benevolent 
beings to perfect holiness and 
happiness. 

Having briefly considered the 
nature and design of the work 
of redemption, it is proposed, 

II. To show that the friends 
of God have a belief, that he 
is constantly carrying on this 
great and glorious work. 

Though God did some things 
to prepare the way for the work 
of redemption, before sin and 
misery mace their appearance ; 
yet he did not properly enter 
upon the work of redemption, 
until the fall and apostacy of 
our first parents. Then he ap- 
peared and promised a Saviour, 
and eternal life to those who 
would cordia!ly embrace him. 
From that time forward, until 
Christ actually came in the flesh, 
all the friends of God _ believed. 
that he was carrying on the 
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work of redemption. Abra- 
ham saw, by an eye of faith, 
Cirist’s day and rejoiced. Job 
believed that his Redeemer 
would come and appear upon 
the earth. David foretold his 
death and sufferings, and be- 
lieved that God would set his 
king on the holy hill of Zion. 
Isaiah and Daniel predicted the 
coming, sufferings and death of 
the Messiah, and believed, that 
God would bruise him and make 
his soul an offering for sin. 
And if we now turn to the elev- 
enth chapter of Hebrews, we 
shall find that all the ancient 
patriarchs and people of God 
believed, that he would carry on 
the work of redemption, and 
fulfil his promises respecting 
the death and atonement of 
Christ, to which all the typical 
sacrifices pointed. The apos- 
tle having mentioned Abel, and 
Enoch, and Noah, and Abra- 
ham, and Isaac, and Jacob, 
and their pious offspring, pro- 
ceeds to say, * These all died in 
faith, not having received the 
promises, but having seen them 
afar off, and were persuaded of 
them and embraced them.” 
Thus the friends of God had a 
firm belief, that he would carry 
on his gracious designs until he 
had brought the promised Re- 
deemer into the workl, and 
spread the glad tidings of salva- 
tion through the world, or made 
all the families of the earth bles- 
sed in the seed of Abraham. 
And since the gospel days, all 
real saints have had a belief, 
that God will carry on the work 
of redemption until he has cal- 
led in all the elect, and prepar- 
ed the way for the second com- 
ing of Christ, the general judg- 
ment and the final consumma- 
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tion of all things. This belief 
is inseparably connected with a 
saving faith in Christ. So the 
apostle repeatedly intimates. 
He says in the ninth of Romans, 
“ Therefore being justified by 
faith, we have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
By whom we have access by 
faith into this grace wherein we 
stand : and rejoice in the hope 
of the glory of God.” That is 
in the hope of God’s carrying 
on the work of redemption, un- 
til he has fully displayed his 
glory in the accomplishment of 
it. He speaks of the Corin- 
thians as “watching for the 
coming of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ, who shall confirm 
them unto the end.” And in 
his epistle to Titus, he says, 
“ The grace of God that bring- 
eth salvation hath appeared un- 
io all men, teaching us that de- 
nying ungodliness and worldly 
Justs, we should live soberly, 


present world ; looking for that 
blessed hope and glorious ap- 


pearing of the great God, and: 


our blessed Saviour Jesus Christ, 


who hath given bimself for us, | 


that he might redeem us from 
all iniquity, and purify unto 
himself a peculiar people, zeal- 
ous of good works.” And the 
apostle Peter represents all true 
Christians as believing and ex- 
pecting, that God will continue 
to carry on his work of saving 
sinners until he has completely 
accomplished it, notwithstand- 
ing all the ungodly believe and 
say tothe contrary. It appears 
evident, that the apostles taught, 
and Christians in their day, be- 
Jieved that God was carrying on 
his gracious design of building 
up Zion, and would continue 











his operations to the end of time, 
when it would be compieted. 
And all real Christians still have 
the same faith in the constant 
agency of God in carrying on 
the great work, which lies the 
nearest to his heart, and which 
is Necessary to display bis own 
zlory, to effect the greatest good 
of the universe, and to fulfil his 
last end in the creation of the 
world. We proceed, 

III. To show the great bene- 
fit, which the friends of God 
derive from their belief, that he 
is steadily and constantly carry- 
ing on the work of redemption. 
We read, “ He that believeth 
shall not make haste.” Thisin- 
timates, that the faith of believ- 
ers in the constant and over-rul- 
ing Providence of Cod, is a 
foundation as firm as a rock, up- 
on which they can stand with 
firmness and composure, amidst 
all the winds, and clouds, and 


‘storms, which disturb, over- 
righteously and godly in this | 


whelm and destroy the impeni- 
tent and unbelieving. While 
they keep their eyes and hearts 
upon the great design of God, 
in all his dispensations of Provi- 
dence, they have a foundation 
for happiness, which the world 


cannot give nor take away. And 
‘it is easy to see, that they 


must necessarily derive great 
benefit from a strong and lively 
belief, that God is constantly, 
powerfully and irresistibly pur- 
suing the most noble and bene- 
volent design, in the accom- 
plishment of which they and all 
holy creatures will be for ever 
interested and happy. For, 

1. They must derive from this 
belief peculiar light, in the dark- 
est times. While they realize 
the design of God in all the dis- 
pensations of his Providence 
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and firmly believe, that he is 
seeking and promoting the good 
of the church ; every thing he 
does appears in a true light ; 
just as the traveller sees his way, 
by a faithful guide, or the mari- 
ner, by a faithful pilot. Nothing 
can cast light upon the dark and 
mysterious ways of Providence. 
but the great and good design. 
which God is constantly and un- 
erringly pursuing. A true and 
lively belief of this casts light 
upon the darkest scenes, which 
ever occur in the world. The 
Shekinah, or cloud of glory, 
was designed to be a lively em- 
blem of Divine Providence, 
which always has a dark and 
bright side, according as it is 
viewed with the eye of faith or 
unbelief. All God’s conduct, 


from the creation of the world, is 
full of darkness, while the great 
design of redeeming love is out 


of view. But when that designis 
believed and seen, it sets all the 
divine dispensationsin every age, 
andin every part of the world, in 
a clear and consistent light. So 


Jong therefore, as the friends of 


God live in a lively faith in his ex- 
ertions to build up Zion, they 
must see and enjoy light, while 
the rest of the world are invol- 
ved in darkness. 

2. From this lively faith in 
the wise and gracious designs 
of Providence, they must derive 
hope as well as light. Light is 
the ground of hope. When 
men see just cause to believe, 
that the object of their desire is 
likely to be obtained, their light 
always produces hope of any 
future, unseen good. It is by 
the belief of God’s constantly 
carrying on the work of re- 
demption, that saints can re- 
joice in the hope of his glory. 

Vou. II. No. 12. 
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While they believe, that God is 
always going forward, and not 
back ; always promoting and 
not obstructing his cause in the 
world, they find ground to hope 
against hope, or against all those 
things which seem to call for 
despair. Hope isthe balm of 
life, and the friend of the friend- 
less. The apostle says, “ We 
are saved by hope.” ‘The hope 
of salvation, and the everlasting 
enjoyment of all good, is an un- 
spcakable benefit to those, who 
feel and act as pilgrims and 
strangers in this world of dark- 
ness and danger. 

8. The same firm and un- 
shaken belief, that God is con- 
tinually carrying on his gracious 
designs, which produces light 
and -hope, equally produces pa- 
tience. Patience is a quiet, 
calm, pleasant waiting for the 
fu‘ure removal of some evil, or 
the future enjoyment of some 
good. The apostle says, al! 
Christians have need of patience, 
while they are doing the will of 
God, amidst the trials and evils 
of the present life. And they 
can derive this from no other 
source, than the belief that Cod 
is their God,and promoting their 
interest by promoting his own 
glory. This makes them say 
with the apostle, “I reckon the 
sufferings of the present time 
are not worthy to be compared 
with the glory which shall be 
revealed in us. For we know 
that the whole creation groaneth 
und travaileth in pain together 
until now. And not only they, 
but ourselves also, which have 
the first fruits of the Spirit, even 
we ourselves groan within our- 
selves, waiting for the adoption, 
to wit, the redemption of our 
body. For we are saved by 
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‘carry it on. 


hope. But hope that is seen is 
not hope: for what a man seeth 
why doth he yet hope for? But 
if we hope for that we see not, 
then do we with patience wait 
for it.” Patience is the genuine 
fruit of that faith which is the 


‘substance of things hoped fer. 


While the sick mam sees the 
physician preparing the medi- 
cine for his relief, he ts patient 
in pain. While the hungry man 
sees the food preparing, he waits 
with patience for it. So when 
the friends of God see him, by 
an eye of faith, causing all 
things to work together, for his 


glory and their good, they can 


patiently wait for the events of 
Providence, without making 
haste or take any precipitate 
step to relieve themselves. It 
may be observed, 

4. The friends of God derive 
great courage, zeal and resolu- 
Uon to promote his cause, while 
by an eye of faith, they see him 
exerting all his perfeections to 
These effecis of 
faith in God, to carry on the 
work of redemption, are strik- 
ingly delineated in the conduct 
of Abel, Enoch, Noah, Abdra- 
ham, Isaac and Jacob, Moses, 
Samuel and the prophets, in the 
eleventh of Hebrews. ““ They 
through faith, subdued king- 
doms, wrought righteousness. 
ebiained promises, stopped the 
mouths of lions, quenched the 
violence of fire, escaped the 
edge of the sword, out of weak- 


“ness were made strong, waxed 


valiant in fight, and turned to 
flight the armies of the aliens.” 
A strong and lively faith in the 
power, wisdom and faithfulness 
of God, in carrying on the work 
of redemption, is suited to give 
strength and activity to all the 
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powers and facultics of the gra- 
cious soul. And it is from this 
source, that the friends of God 
cerive the greatest light, hope, 
patience, zeal, and resolution 
to perform every private and 
public duty, and endure eve- 
ry public and private calamity. 
While they firmly believe that 
their God reigns, and reigus 
wHhout disappointment or con- 
trol, they see all things in the 
right train, tending to the right 
object, and promoting all the 
good they wish to have promot- 
ed, either in heaven or earth, 
either with respect to them- 
selves, or to the whole universe. 
N. D. A. 
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FO THE EDITOR OF THE 
NEC'TICUT MAGAZINE. 


CON- 


Mr. Enrror, 

THE folfowing letter came 
into my possession, soon after 
the person, to whom it was 
sent, received it. I have pre- 
sumed to take the liberty of 
transmitting it to you for dispo- 
sal; with a few verbal altera- 
tions, The letter was from a 
young gentleman to his sister. 

saturday evening. 

S. H. August 10th, 1810. 


DEAR SISTER, 

LAS! my dear friend is 
A dead! the solemn and 
surprising news has just reach- 
ed my ears. While 1 mourn 
the loss of so valuable, and so 
worthy a friend, his lifeless, in- 
active body rests quietly in yon- 
der tomb, and his immortal soul, 
i doubt not, has safely arrived 
io the kingdom of glory. And 
possibly, while I am lamenting 
his early remove from this world 
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of sorrow, and wo, his happy 
spirit is hovering around me, 
possessed of perfect knowledge 
of my contemplations. Ah! 


solemn yet pleasing, delightful | 


thought! Ah, Warp! is thy 
happy soul, dressed in robes of 
immortality, now my delightful 
companion, though I see thee 
not! Art thou permitted by 
thine heavenly Father, and pleas- 
ed thycelf, to take a nightly ex- 
cursion from the region of glo- 
ry; not nightly to thee, for 
thou dwellest in eternal day ; 
and to enter my chamber, and 
afford me many, though solemn, 
yet pleasing reflections, by con- 
templating thy present charac- 
ter and employment ? 

Is thy happiness complete, 
and thy character perfect ? Art 
thou perfectly siniess, afid freed 
from those turbulent and angry 
passions, which so often wound 
the conscience, and mar the 
happiness of saints here on 
earth? Is thy heavenly mind 
calm and unruffied ? at peace 
with the universe, with con- 
science, and with God? Art 
thou dressed in robes of immor- 
tality, and blessed, far above the 
conception of mortals? Canst 
thou bear me testimony, that 
eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, 
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Notwithstanding this awful 
difference in the final state of 
the righteous and the wicked, 
do not the justice and goodness 
of God, demand the praise and 
adoration of every creature ? 
Is eternity too long, to praise 
and adore the Lamb of God, 
who has taken away the sin of 
the world, and opened a door of 
mercy, through which the right- 
eous may enter the kingdom of 
glory? Art thou happy in the 
society of angels, and the spir- 
its of just men made perfect ; 
and ravished with the beauties 
and the excellencies of the Sav- 
ior’s character, and the glories 
of the Almighty ? Art thou en- 
raptured with the employments 
and entertainments of the heav- 
enly world, the new Jerusalem ? 
Dost thou see, as thou art 
seen, and know, as_ thou art 
known? Is the glory of God, 
und the honor of the divine Re- 
deemer, the main-spring and 
centre of happiness ?—With- 
out whose presence the enjoy- 
ments and delights of heaven 
would cease to exist? Is the 
contemplation and assurarice, 
that eternity will never end, nor 
thyself cease to exist, the com- 
pletion of happiness ? 

Ah, Warp! Has thy spirit 


nor heart conceived the things, | fled from this world of sorrow, 


which are prepared for the 
righteous ? Canst thou bear me 


pain, and we, and safely arriv- 
ed to the haven of eternal rest, 


testimony, that the torments of | the kingdom of security and 
the damned are inconceivably | glory ? And is thy voice tuned 


dreadful? Of these things, 
which are now the objects of my 
faith, thou hast perfect knowl- 
edge. For thou art participa- 
ting the joys of heaven, which 
is thy quiet resting place ; 


from whence the awful gulf,| py society ? 





with songs of praise and aHeluias 
to God, and the Lamb for ever 
and ever? QO happy . soul! 
Shall it ever be my happy por- 
tion to arrive to that blessed 
abode, and mingle in that hap- 
O Lord, thou 


the miserable state of the dam- knowest ! 


ned arises in full yiew. 


But why, dear departed 





‘ 
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Shade, hast thou fled to thy Fa- 
ther’s house ; and left thy lone- 
ly, thy disconsolate widow, 
and her fatherless children, to 
mourn the premature death of 
an affectionate husband, and 
a kind and tender parent? 
Why hast thou left a numerous 
church and congregation, so 
soon, to mourn the departure of 
a faithful watchman, a diligent 
instructor, and a pious teacher, 
who was anxious and _ solicitous 
in season, and out of season, 
for the good of God’s people, 
and for the salvation of sinners ; 
and who carefully fed the sheep 
and lambs of the flock of Christ ? 

Lhear, or imagine I heara 
still small voice of thine, thus 
sounding in my ears. 

* Ah, G—! the will of my 

Father is done. He had no 
more work for me to do on the 
earth, and why should I tarry 
in the wilderness. and not go 
home to my father’s house ? 
. As to my widow, and her 
fatherless children, I can safely 
trust them in the hands of my 
God. He is their constant kee- 
per and guide, and my pre- 
sence would add nothing to their 
security. They are the crea- 
tures of my God, and I wish 
him to dispose of them as he 
pleases. He is the God of the 
widow, and a father to the fa- 
therless. She isachild of God ; 
and ere long I shall congratulate 
her safe-arrival to the mansions 
of glory, where I now reside, 
and we both be for ever happy 
in the enjoyment of our God 
and Redeemer !” 

I have continued my contem- 
plations much farther than I ex- 
pected. But I have delightfully 
followed the chain of thoughts, 
as they rushed into my mind, 
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And if the reading of these 
thoughts produce similar sensa- 
tions as the meditation of them, 
you will not be dissatisfied with 
my sending them to you. 

The person, whose death I 
lament, was the late Rev. Mr. 
Warp, Danbury, Connecticut. 
Last summer I spent a week 
with him, and was much pleased 
with him, both as a man, and as 
a Christian. He has left a love- 
ly and pious wife, and four small 
children.* 

Consider, my sister, a mo- 
ment, and place yourself in her 
situation. Yourselfa lonely wi- 
dow, and your children father- 
less. And what would be your 
feelings ? Could you cheerfully 
say, * It is the Lord, let him do 
what secmeth him good.” It 
is no small satisfaction, to re- 
reflect, that hopefully you are in 
a state of grace, and according- 
ly reconciled to the will of your 
heavenly Father. It affords no 
small degree of consolation, to 
reflect, that so many of our bro- 
thers and sisters, have hopeful- 
ly chosen the good part, which 
shall never be taken from them. 
But alas ! what will be the final 
condition of those, who are yet 
without hope, and without God, 
in the world! Are they the ob- 
jects of your daily prayers ? 
The prayers of the righteous a- 
vail much. What is the state 
of your health, and the state of 
your mind? Have you peace 
with conscience, and with God ? 
And that strong consolation in 
believing, which belongs to the 
really pious and humble follow- 
ers of Jesus Christ ? What is 
the state of the good old people, 

—— 


* Another was born two or three 
days after his death. 
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who are tottering on the brink 
ofthe grave? Are they prepared 
for their great change, which is 
just at hand ? How are all my 
friends ? And alas ! how much 
farther must religion decline in 
N before the professors will 
awake from their long sleep of 
spiritual deadness? It seems, 
they are insensible of the worth 
of their own, or the souls of 
others. I fear they will conti- 
nue to slecp, until the midnight 
cry, * Behold the bridegroom 
cometh,” alarm them, and ma- 
ny awake only to perish, be- 
cause they have no oil in their 
lamps. But let others do what 
ihey will, do you be faithful to 
yourself, and to the children 
whom God has graciously given 
you. The promise is to you, 
and your children, if you are 
Jaithful in discharging your duty 
towards them. 

There has lately been great 
revivals of religion on this part 
of the Island, but at present a 
general stupidity prevails. And 
religion will again be revived 
neither here, nor in N——, un- 
til professors awake, and are 
faithful and fervent in prayer to 
Almighty God.—I now despair 
of hearing from N before 
I leave the Island, which will 
probably be the 10th of Septem- 
ber. And may the richest of 
heaven’s blessings rest on you, 
and your family. 


Believe, Dear SIsTEr, 
with grateful remembrance, 
I am your much obliged 
and affectionate brother, 
G ° 


Memoirs of Mrs: Abigail Brozyning, 
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A few shetches of the dying exer- 
cises of Mrs. Abigail Brown- 
ing ; daughter of Gen. Rufus 
Putnam, of Marietta. ( Ohio.) 


RS. BROWNING had, 

for some years previous 

to her death, been a professor of 
religion, and had adorned her 
profession by an exemplary life 
and conversation. Among her 
papers, after her death, was 
found a covenant, by which it 
appeared that she engaged some 
years since, to give herself up 
to God through Jesus Christ. 
She had been in a declining state 
several years before her death. 
And, but a few months before 
her dissolution, the disorder 
with which she was threatened 
began to assume alarming 
symptoms, She was soon con- 
fined. And from the numerous 
precious words which fell from 
her lips, during this her last ill- 
ness, the following are selected. 
Being asked how she felt, in 
view of her declining situation, 
she observed, that “ she did not 
feel distressed ; and that though 
she had no righteousness of her 
own, yet she thought she was 
interested in Christ’s. And, as 
an evidence of it, she was sure 
that God and the things of reli- 
gion appeared very different 
from what they used to, before 
her ill health.” She said, fur- 
ther, that “she had reason to 
bless God for her sickness ; and 
that she had rather be sick and 
die, than to have her health and 
have the same temper and dis- 
position that she had before she 
was sick; and that she had ta- 
ken more real satisfaction in re- 
lizion than she ever had donein 
any thing else in her life.”——Her 
friends viewing her in danger; 
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raentioned their fears to her that 
she would not continue long. 
She appeared to receive the in- 
tellizence with Christian com- 
posure, as though death were 
an event of which she was liv- 
ing in the hourly expectation. 
She said that she thought a 
great deal, but could not talk. 
But appearing soon after to re- 
cover some strength, her friends 
being desirous of knowing how 
she felt, upon the near approach 
of death, proposed several ques- 
tions. Her answers were satis- 
factory. She said, that “ though 
she did not feel exactly as she 
wished, yet she had a comforta- 
ble hope ; thought she had giv- 
en herself up to Christ. and that 
le had accepted of her; and 
was sure she had a true love to 
(50d. to holiness, and to Chris- 
tian people.” She at times 
seemed to have a desire to live, 
more particularly on her child- 
ren’s account ; but was after all, 
resigned to the will of God.— 
She said, that “ death was no 
terror to her—-that Christ ap- 
pearcd lovely—that she had 
given herself to him, and 
thought that he would carry her 
through.” Being asked, but a 
short time before her departure, 
whether her faith held out ? She 
replied, that “it did; and that 
she thought it was strengthened 
by the prayers and conversation 
of Christian friends.” She so- 
jemnly and affectionately ad- 
dressed her husband and chil- 
dren upon the concerns of their 
souls. To him she recommen- 
ded to “ maintain family wor- 
ship—to make religion the bu- 
siness of his life, and to bring 
up his children in the fear of 
God.” Her children, she charg- 
ed to “ be good children, to love 





and obey their father, to attend 
to their learning ; but above all 
to love, and pray te God to have 
mercy on them and keep them 
from sin, that they might be 
prepared to follow her.”—Her 
friends standing around her, 
she observed to them that “a 
sick-bed was no place to prepare 
for death, as sickness of any 
kind unfitted the mind in a great 
measure for the exercise of re- 
ligion, or for attention to any 
thing of importance ;” and urg- 
ed it upon them to “ attend in 
season to the things of their 
peace.” 

Evidently appearing to be 
very near her end, on the morn- 
ing of her dissolution, she was 
asked whether she was afraid to 
die ?—* O, no,” said she, “ I 
wish to go !”” Soon she was ta- 
ken in the greatest distress im- 
aginable, as appeared from her 
countenance. Death had then 
a terrible appearance. “ O sin,” 
thought I ; “ what misery hast 
thou brought on the human 
race !”But though in the ag- 
onies of death, she perfectly re- 
tained her senses, even to the 
last. Her distress being ex- 
treme, she cried out, * O, what 
shall I do? No tongue can tell 
what I feel. ©, that the prison- 
er could get free ! Come, Lord 
Jesus ; Come, Lord ; 0, come, 
come !” It appeared as if she 
felt the distinction between her 
soul and body more than is com- 
mon, and made every exertion 
to free her soul from its prison- 
cage. She would open her 
mouth, as if to breath it out ;— 
and would say, “ O, can’t I go? 
Can’t the prisoner get free? 
Come, Lord Jesus; come, 
quickly.” She was told she 
must have patience. She seem- 
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ed to recollect herself, and said, 
“ Twill.” Directly her counte- 
nance changed from a distress- 
ed toa pleasant one. A smile 
of joy beamed im it, and placid 
serenity composed every feature. 
Her eyes appeared much ani- 
mated, and fixed upon some- 
thing that was very pleasing. 
She then said, “ It looks bright, 
as far as I cansee.” And then, 
immediately after—“ It grows 
brighter.” Then, turning to 
her sister, said, * O, could I 
have theught that 1 should have 
felt so, at such a time ? This it 
is, tobe a Christian !” Being 
asked, whether she did not 
know that her Redeemer lived ? 
She replied, “I know more 
than you. But I hope you will 
know.” By this time, her 
countenance had lost some of 
its animation ; but appeared ve- 
ry calm. Her children coming 
around her, she said, “ poor 
children !” And looking at them, 
and then at her husband, said, 
* God bless you both !” She 
then attempted to say more ; 
and seemed to wish to make 
those around her sensible of the 
importance of a dying hour. 
Her speech beginning to fail 
her, she uttered, in broken ac- 
cents, “ prepare, improve,” to- 
gether with a few other words, 
which gave an idea of what she 
wished. She then fixed her 
eyes, as though looking on some 
particular object: without doubt 
viewing with the eyes of her 
mind, things which ought not 
to be revealed. In this situa- 
tion she continued, till “ the 
prisoner was at liberty,” and as 
with the wings of an eagle, 
flew away to be at rest. 

What joy and comfort it must 
afford to the Christian to behold 
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the triumphant death of the 
righteous ! It must strengthen 
his faith to see God so visibly 
owning those that love him, even 
before they leave the body, and 
giving them such views as to 
make them joyful even in the 
pangs of death. How pleasing 
and how striking too is the evi- 
dence which is herein exhibited 
to the world, of the truth and 
reality of religion ! The hour of 
death is an honest hour. De- 
ception then would be extreme 
folly. People ¢ken generally 
express no more than what they 
Jeel. From her expressions 
then, what must we think were 
her feelings ? Must they not 
have been an earnest of heav- 
enly joy—of everlasting bliss ? 
Do we wish to die the death of 
the righteous, and have our last 
end like hers of whom we have 
been speaking ? We must, like 
her, live by the faith of the Son 
of God—like her, be willing to 
be saved by the free, unpromised 
and unmerited grace of God 
through Jesus Christ-like her, 
walk humbly with our God, and 
devote ourselves unreservedly to 
his service. 


att 3: 


Some extracts from an accoun? 
of a Revival of Religion in: 
Windsor, (Vt.) frublished by 
the Rev. Bancroft Fowler, in 
“ The Adviser.” 
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ROM about this time till 

my settlement here, May 
1806, the church was destitute 
of a pastor, and passed through 
a scene of great difficulty and 
severe trial. There were how- 
ever, during this period, severa! 
additions to it. For about nine 
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or ten years, previous to my se’- 
tlement, in this place, the people 
were destitute of the stated and 
regular preaching of the gospel, 
though they were often furnish- 
ed with occasional supplies. As 
might reasonably be expected 
where the stated preaching of 
the gospel is not enjoyed, many 
people were not in the habit of a 
constant and uniform attendance 
on public worship, upon the Sab- 
bath. And it is a fact much to 
be lamented, that too many still 
neglect this impurtant duty. Af- 
ter my settlement as I was re- 
peatedly informed, and as was 
reasonubly to be expected, there 
Was a more general attendance, 
on public worship upon the Sab- 
bath, which, I think has been 
gradually increasing, and for the 
most part, as far as Lam able to 
judge, there las been a good at- 
tention tothe dispensation of the 
word. The number of those 
‘ who attended the Sabbath even- 
| ing conferences, which have 
been constantly kept up since 
my settlement and for several 
| years before, has also been gra- 
dually encreasing, till the revival 
commenced. Indeed-there have 
been several short periods, pre- 
vious to this, when, from the 
a number of those who attended 
the conferences and the solemni- 
ty apparent in their countenan- 
ces while present, the friends of 
Zion were encouraged to hope 
that God was about to “ revive 
his work” among us. In the 
autumn of 1807 particularly, a: 
unusual number attended tie 
conferences and several appear- 
ed evidently impressed, with the 
importance of religion. During 
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the following winter one or two 
young ladies experienced such | 
x change in their views and feel-| 


te ce 
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ings, with respect to divine 
things, as to indulge a hope that 
they had * passed from death un- 
to life.” These favorable ap- 
pearances however gradually 
subsided, though the conferen- 
ces continued to be well attend- 
ed and the appearance of people 
when present, for the most 
part, attentive and serious. This 
state of things continued till the 
latter part of January last, when 
the late revival began. It may 
not be improper to remark here, 
however, that, for a considera- 
ble time, previous to its com- 
mencement, the friends of the 
Redeemer seemed to be strong- 
ly impressed with the idea that 
God would, shortly, visit us 
with a spiritual shower. They 
seemed also to be more earnest 
and fervent in prayer, particu- 
larly in prayer for a revival of 
religion among us. As evidence 
of this .it may be mentioned, 
that something more than a year 
before it began, a number of the 
brethren of the church agreed a- 
mong themselves, to retire for 
secret devotion, at a certain hour 
on Sabbath morning, more es- 
pecially to pray for a blessing 
upon the word to be dispensed, 
on that day. These observa- 
tions seem necessary to show 
the religious state of the people, 
in this place, previous to the 
commencement of the revival. 
On Tuesday evening, Janua- 
ry 30th, having occasion to go 
‘nto a neighbor’s house, I obser- 
‘ed an unusual solemnity in the 
-ountenances of all the family. 
But not suspecting the cause, | 
was about to leave the house 
without enquiry, when the 
mother of the family, informed 
me that there was a great altera- 
tion in her children. Lasked 
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her in what respect. Having 
replied that they had been for 
two days past, in great distress 
about their souls, she desired 
mie to converse with them. The 
family consisted besides parents. 
of two daughters, and two sons. 
By conversing with them, I 
found that three of the family 
had been in great distress of 
mind, most of the time since 
the preceding sabbath, but had 
now found some relief, from the 
hope that they had repented of 
their sins and submitted to the 
righteousness of Cod. Two of 
these. the youngest daughter 
and youngest son, had their 
minds especially impressed 
with the importance of religion, 
on the preceding sabbath, whils: 
at public wership, though they 
were at different meetings, three 
miles distant from each other. 
The daughter, however, had her 
mind somewhat exercised the 
preceding week, by a singular 
dream, although the impression 
made by it was not very perma- 
nent. The seriousness, in this 
family, produced a sudden and 
visible effect on the neighbor- 
hood. On the next day in the 
afternoon, one of the brethren 
of the church from a little dis- 
tance, being in the neighbor- 
hood, and finding that some 
minds were seriously impress- 
ed, proposed to have a religious 
meeting at a private house in the 
evening. The proposal was 
readily acceeded to, and notice 
of it accordingly given, late in 
the afternoon; and _ notwith- 
standing there was no particular 
pains taken to circulate the in- 
formation, it spread so rapidly 
that quite a collection assembled 
in the evening and some per- 
sons came from the distance of 
three or four miles. It was re- 
Vor. IT, NO, 12. 
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marked by some who were pres- 
ent, that they had not attended 
such a meeting here, for sixteen 
years. The following was the 
evening on which we had been 
accustomed to hold our weekly 
prayer meeting. This meeting 
had been kept up, by the church 
for two or three years, It had 
been previously appointed, for 
this evening, in this neighbor- 
hood. But never before, since 
its establishment, had we wit- 
nessed such a collection and 
such solemnity. From this 
time, the mectings became very 
frequent and were much crowd- 
ed. Many seemed to be deeply 
affected. The common topics 
of conversation seemed to be 
dropped and religion became al- 
most the universal topic. For 
about three months, there ap- 
peared no visible decline of that 
special attention to the concerns 
of the soul which had been so 
generally excited. After this, 
new instances of conviction and 
hopeful conversion became 
more rare. For about thre¢ 
months past, they have almost 
entirely ceased. A considera- 
ble number, however, have con- 
P tinued to attend, and still attend 
the evening meetings,and appear 
serious and attentive while pres- 
ent. Although a considerable 
number gained hopes that they 
had passed from death unto life, 
early in February, yet none 
came forward to unite with the 
church tll the latter part of A- 
pril. This deiay, however, ap- 
peared to proceed rather from 
doubts and fears about the gen- 
uineness of their conversion, 
than from a want of inclination 
to unite with the people of God 
and publicly testify their love 
for their Saviour. 
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The first sabbath in June was a} 


sort of Jubilee, to many inthis place. 
©@n this day, 33 persons, of whom 
two had been members of other 


churches came forward, in a public | 
manner, to avouch the Lord Jehovah | 


to be their God, and to make a sc- 


lemn and everlasting dedication of | 


themselves to him. Vhe day was 
very pleasant and the congregation 
the largest which has been witness- 
ed for many years, if not the largest 
ever before witnessed, in this place, 
on the sabbath. 
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May we—we littie band of love, 
Pe sinners sav’d by grace ; 
From glory into glory chang’d 

} i = > 
Behoid thee, face to face’ 


** Now let the Father and the Son 

And Spirit be ador’d, 

Where there are works to make 
him known, 

Or saints to love the Lord.” 


The scene was solemn and affect- 
ing. It inspired the friends of God, 


, with joy and courage ; and caused 


When the candidates for admis- | 


sion into the church presented them- 
selves, they seemed to fill the aisie, 
and their number together with the 
solemnity of the scene made a visible 
impression upon the assembly. A 
number were baptized, most of them 
heads of families. After this crdi- 
nance was administered, and they 
had taken the solemn covenant of 
God upon them, whilst they were 
vet standing in the aisle, they sang 
the following hymn, concluding with 
the subjoined doxology. 


“ Our souls, by love together knit, 
Connected, mix’d in one ; 
One hope, one heart, one hand, one 
voice, 
Tis heaven, on earth begun. 


Our hearts have burn’d, while Jesus 
spake, 

And glow’d with sacred fire : 

He stopp’d and talk’d, and fed and 
bless’d, 

And fill’d the enlarg’d desire. 


‘The little cloud increases still, 

"rhe heavens are big with rain, 

We haste tocatch theturning show- 
er, 

And all its moisture drain. 


A rill, a stream, a torrent flows ; 

But pour a mighty flood : 

Oh! sweep the nations, shake the 
earth, 

Till all proclaim thee God. 


And when thou mak’st thy jewels 
up, 

And sett’st thy starry crown ; 

When all thy sparkling gems shail 
shine, 

Preclamv’d by thee thine own: 
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some ot his enemes, I apprehend, 
seriously to reflect whether the 
ground on which they were standing 
was tenable and safe. 

On the next sacramental Sabbath, 
which was the first in August, 12 
more were admitted into the church, 
one of whom had previousiy belong- 
edto a church in another place— 
These are all, who have, as yet, 
united with the church, though 
there are several others, respecting 
whom we entertain a favorable 
opinion, and hepe they will, in due 
time, confess Christ before men, and 
publicly manifest their determina- 
tion to be on the Lord’s side. 

As to the number who have be- 
come the hopeful subjects of grace, 
during this revival, it is impossible 
to state, with accuracy. Besides 
those who have united with the Con- 
gregational church, five of those 
who obtained hopes that they had 
experienced religion, during the re- 
vival, have united with the Baptist 
church, There are perhaps eight 
or ten more who have obtained hke 
hopes, and who give considerable 
evidence that their hopes are well 
founded, who have not, as yet, united 
with any church. It is painful to 
reflect that any, during such a sea- 
son should build their ropes of hea- 
ven and happiness, on a foundation 
of sand ; that any, who once flatter 
themselves that * they have escap- 
ed the pollutions of the world, thro’ 
the knowledge of the Lord and Sa- 
viour Jesus Christ,” should turn, 
like “the deg to his own vomit 
again ; and the sow that was wash- 
ed, to her wallowing in the mire.” 
But painful as it is, there are al- 
ways, probably, instances of it. In 
this place, there are between twer- 
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ty-five and thirty cases of persons, 
who entertained hopes, during the 
revival, that they had experienced 
a saving change, who Lew give lit- 
tle evidence that they ever knew, by 
experience, what religionis. ‘There 
are also about the same number, 
whose minds have been solemnly 
impressed, with the importance of 
religion, and who have becn exer- 
cisec, with considerable anxiety, a- 
bout their own spiritual state, but 
who have never entertained much 
hone that their peace was made 
with God, Some ofthese still re- 
main thoughtful. But the most of 
them appear, nearly to have lost 
their serious impressicns 

In this sketch I have confined my- 
self entirely to the village and street, 
for about a mile and an haif, cn 
Connecticut river, within which lim- 
its, the great majority of the Con- 
gregational Society, wiio stater'ly 


attend public worship here, live. 
There has also been considerable 


attention to religion, during the last 
winter and spring, in other parts of 
this parish, but as it has been chief. 
ly among other denominations, it is 
not in my power to give a particu- 
lar account of it. I have learnt, 
however, that a-considerable num- 
ber have been added to the Baptist 
church in the west part of this pa- 
rish. 

During the revival, there has ap- 
peared a strong propensity to at- 
tend meetings. This pave occasion 
to the appointment of more meet- 
ings, in some cases, than would 
otherwise have been thought expe- 
dient. ‘There was, in some instan- 
ces, a Meeting on every evening in 
the week. ..nd the unpleasantness 
of the weather, or the badness of the 
ways, would often seem to make but 
little difference, in the number who 
assembled. In the meetings the ut- 
most order and decorum prevailed. 

The subjects of the awakening 
were of every age from ten or twelve 
years, to upwards of fifty, but much 
the largest proportion were under 
thirty. 

The exercises of persons, under 
«conviction, have been various. Some- 
times their sins have appeared like 
a heavy burden, pressing them 
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soon sink them into the bottomless 


| pit, if they did not get relief from it. 


Some huve been deeply «affected 
with a sense of their ingrativude, in 
abusing the divine favers, parucu- 
larly in rejecting the offers of sal- 
vation so long, when they have been 
sofrecly mace, and so affectionate- 
ly urged upon their acceptance. 
Many have been astonished at the 
patience of God, in sparing them so 
long, notwithstanding their aggra~ 
vated guilt, and have felt, that it 
they did not immediately embrace 
the offers of mercy, their day of 
grace would be past, and they seal- 
ed over to final perdition. Not a 
iew have had such a sense of their 
sins, that it has seemed to them that 
God could not, consistent with his 
justice, pardon them ; that they had 
gone on, in a course of sin, till their 
day of grace was past; that thev 
must now lie,down in everlasting 
sorrow. Some appear to have had 
the native enmity of their hearts 
much more called into exercise, 
than others. In diflerent persons 
also, ithas been more particularly 
directed, towards different objects. 
Whilst some have entertained hard 
thoughts of God ; secretly accusing 
him of injustice and unreasonable- 
ness, in his dealings with his crea- 
tures ; others have felt their hearts 
rise against the professed children of 
God ; and others against those who 
had previously been in distress of 
mind, but had obtained retief. Ina 
few instances, persons under very 
urgent conviction, have found their 
bodily strepgth to fail them in a de- 
gree. It hasbeen common for those 
under conviction, to express a deep 
sense of sin, and a full persuasion 
that it would be just in Grod, to cast 
them off for ever. A great fear of 
punishment does not appear to have 


been a prevailing characteristic of 


the exercises of their minds. AT 


have complained of the hardness ot 


their hearts and their mental stu- 
pidity. All have readily disclaim- 
ed any native goodness, and appear 
to have been very sensible that, in 
them, there dwelt, naturally, “ no 
good thing.” Persons under convic- 
tion have universally appeared sen- 


| sible of their inability to change their 
down, the weight of which would - 


own hearts,or to do any thing to 
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wards effecting their own salvation. 
And these who have entertained a 
hope that they have experienced re- 
ligion, have unifortmiy been very far 
from ascribing it to any thing which 
they have done to effect it, or from 
Caiming any of the merit of it to 
themselves. They seem ready to 
say, that if they hid been left to 
themselves, they should certainly 
have perished ; that if they shouid 
finally be saved, from the wrath tc 
come, it will be through the fice. 
sovercign and unmerited grace of 
God. ‘They can, of course, indivi- 
Gually say, with the apostle, ** By 
the grace of God lam what Iam ;” 
and with the Psalmist, ** Not unto 
us, O Lord, not unto us, but unto thy 
name give glory. 

By those who have given satisfac- 
tory evidence of a saving change 
wrought in their hearts, the doc- 
trines of grace have in general, been 
readily and joyfully embraced. 
There are a few instances, however, 
in which, those who, in a judgment 
of charity, were born again, foun! 
some difficulty, for a time, in sub- 
scribing to the doctrines of election 
and disine sovereignty. But their 
difficulties seemed to preceed rather 
from erroneous conceptions of these 
docirines, than from any epposition 
to the doctrines themselves. For, 
when these have been clearly stated, 
their difficulties have vanished. 

By what I have already stated, it 
will be perceived that the beginning 
of the revival was very sudden. It 
may be proper to remark that its 
regress also was ut first very rapid. 
Numbers were brought under con- 
Vic ion, in the course of a few days. 
Seasoms of conviction were then also 
much shorier. than afterwards. It 
was very common for persons to 
giin a hope that their peace was 
made with God, within three or 
four davs after their serious impres- 
sions commencec. The sudden man- 
ner in which hopes were pained, in 
the early part of the reformation, 
excited much apprehension, in mv 
mind, that they would net be dura- 
ble. And the event has shown that 
my apprehension was net without 
foundation The power with which 
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the work commenced, and the rapi- 
dity with which it, at first, progress- | 
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ed, excited fears that it would not be 
of long continuance. These fears 
have appeared, likewise, by the 
event, to be too well founded. 
Notwithstanding we have had a 
refreshing shower of divine grace 
poured upon us, and a considerable 
number have hopefully, been deliv- 
ered “ from the power of darkness 
and translated into the kingdom of 
Gsoc’s dear Scn,” yet the great ma- 
jority, there is reason to believe, 
still remain under the power of sin. 
se 2s. & * * * * *& * 
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On the 24th of October, the Rev, 
Mr. JoskpH Harvey was ordain- 
ed to the work of the gospel minis- 
try, and pastoral care of the church 
and congregation in the first society 
in Goshen. ‘The exercises were 
performed in the manner following : 
—The Rev. Mr. Miller, of Burling- 
ton, mace the introductory prayer— 
The Rev. Dr. Lyman, of Haddam, 
preached the Sermon, from Phil. ii. 
t— The Rev. Mr. Gillet, of Torring- 
ton, made the consecrating prayer— 
The Rev. Mr. Starr, of Warren, 
gave the charge—The Rev. Mr Je- 
rome, of New-Hartford, gave the 
right hand of fellowship ; and the 
Rev. Mr. Hallock, of Canton, made 
the concluding prayer. A respect- 
able number of Clergymen, and 
others, from the neighboring towns, 
attended ‘The proceedings were 
conducted with the most perfect reg- 
ularity ; and the performances 
were all appropriate, interesting anc 
solemn. The Sermon was vers 
much and very justly admired, for 
it was truly excelient. The doc- 
trine was evangelically sound and 
correct; the language was perspic- 
uous and energetic ; and the senti- 
inents and delivery were excecding- 
ly animated and impressive ; and 
the speaker was listened to with 
that silent and serous attention, 
which was evincive of the correct 
feelings and judgment of the audi- 
ence, as well as of their sense of de- 
corum, 
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